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On the Importance and Contemporary Significance of Bhikkhuni Inheritance of Theravada Buddhism
During the Development of Dhamma and Vinaya of Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya

Published in the Symposium of the Maha Bodhi Society of Bodhgaya, India, January 30, 2019
Written by Bhikkhu Vipasama TheroTranslated by others

" 1. Introduction

Buddhism has been disseminated across Asia over the past 2500
years and across the world during the past century. Still, Buddhism
is more active in Asian countries: Theravada Buddhism is popular in
Sri Lanka, Burma, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and India, while Bo-
dhisattva-carya %74 in South Korea, Japan, Vietnam, Malaysia,
mainland China and Taiwan.

Sabotaged by the Mongolian regiment in the 12" and 13™ cen-
turies on the Indian sub-continent and constrained by the require-
ment that the renunciation and ordination procedures must be wit-
nessed by both Bhikkhu and Bhikkhunt Sangha, the Bhikkhuni in-
heritance of Theravada Buddhism has lost its roots since the late
13th century. From 1999, several Theros of the Sri Lankan Sangha began to restore Bhikkhuni inheritance,
which aroused concemns from most Bhikkhu of the Theravada Buddhist Sangha and therefore prevented
female believers of Theravada Buddhism from becoming Bhikkhuni.

From 416 to 421 A.D., the Chinese Mahayana sect translated " Yoga Bodhisattva Sila EjER A" »

and Bodhisattva Sangha have kept the tradition of accepting female followers into Sangha since A.D. 433
when the Bhikkhuni Sangha of Sri Lanka introduced Bhikkhuni Vinaya into China.

With the popularization of the modern western culture around the world, the Christian idea that all men
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are born to be equal has become the political and legal basis of countries in the world, making gender
equality a goal for all females. Therefore, Theravada Buddhism has been regarded as gender-biased and
outdated for not fully supporting to restore the BhikkhunT inheritance, which is also one of the arguments
held by the Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya to discriminate and attack Theravada Buddhism.

The restoration of the Bhikkhunt inheritance of Theravada Buddhism is subject to three factors,
namely the strong support from the feminists, the intervention and involvement of Mahayana Bodhisattva-
carya, as well as the indifference of the Bhikkhu Sangha of Theravada Buddhism and the opposition from
the conservationists.

Strong support of the feminists has aroused resistance and denial of the conservative Buddhists in the
Bhikkhu Sangha of Theravada Buddhism while the intervention and involvement of the Mahayana Bodhi-
sattva-carya have triggered concerns and opposition from the Bhikkhu Sangha of Theravada Buddhism,
which makes the restoration formidable.

This paper explores the gender ethics of Sakyamuni based on the teachings of Theravada Buddhism
and the status of nuns of Mahayana Bodhisattava-carya by studying the evolution and contents of its
Dhamma and Vinaya.

The study reveals the value to inherit Theravada Buddhism as well as the importance and contempo-
rary significance to restore the Bhikkhuni inheritance of Theravada Buddhism, concludes to make good use
of the Dhamma and Vinaya of Theravada Buddhism to avoid intervention of feminism and Mahayana Bo-
dhisattva-carya, and firmly pursues the path of restoring the Bhikkhuni inheritance of Theravada Buddhism.

The balanced development between the Bhikkhu Sangha and the Bhikkhunt Sangha is conducive to

the harmony, mutual assistance and coordination of Buddhism as well as the development and globalization
of Theravada Buddhism.

" 2. Gender Ethics of Buddha Sakyamuni
2-1 Teachings of Samyutta Nikaya
2-1-1 Features of Samyutta Nikaya

Samyutta Nikaya FHFEE is of particular importance among the five Nikayas of Theravada Buddhism.
Notes to Samyutta Nikaya by Buddhaghosa 23 is known as Saratthappakasini %545 E ¥, indicating to
present and promote the authentic Dhamma of the Buddha. The Nagarjuna HEf$f of the Mahayana Bodhi-
sattva-carya views Samyutta Nikaya as abhidhamma siddhanta, i.e. the first Dhamma to accomplishments,
implying that the features of Samyutta Nikaya lie in presenting the true Dhamma of Buddha Sakyamuni.

2-1-2 Gender Ethics of Buddha Sakyamuni
2-1-2-1 From classes to equality

In the feudal society, the king has the supreme power and controls all resources. Those who are close
to the king enjoy great power, making the privileged class the dominant force of the unfair society and de-
priving the masses of equal and justified opportunities. Buddha Sakyamuni opposes the caste of Brahman-
ism. In other words, Buddha Sakyamuni disagrees with the unjust social system. But does Buddha Sakya-
muni advocate that all men are equal?

To protest against caste, the Upanisad and Jainism of ancient India are not only against the belief of
Brahma as the Creator but propose that all men are born to be equal with brahman. In the 1st Century B.C.,
the Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya originated in South India advocated that everything is empty of character-
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istics and everything is equal. Therefore, that all men are equal is a common belief among Upanisad, Jain-
ism and Bodhisattva-carya.

The western revolutionists who were against the unfair feudal society in the 18" Century adopted the
Christian idea that all men are born to be equal and laid the foundation of democracy for the modem soci-
ety.

The ancient feudal society was under the rule of supreme theocracy and kingship, which makes most
religions, doctrines and even the modern social systems adopt the idea that all men are equal when it comes
to the interests, power and status of individuals, maintaining that differentiated treatment in any form is un-
fair, unjust and unacceptable and that wisdom, benevolence, kindness, love and justice should be extended
to any individual on an equal footing.

The transition from barbarism to civilization reflects the evolution of the patriarchal society that wor-
shiped force to the modern society where men and women are equal. The American society was dominated
by male power during the early years of its founding. It is the unremitting efforts of the feminists that
helped American women win the voting right in 1911.

2-1-2-2  Gender Ethics based on Samyutta Nikaya

Is Buddha Sakyamuni for class differences or against caste in terms of the ethics about the relationship
between ourselves and others?

In the Buddha time, the Indian society followed the caste, which was originated from the Brahmanism.
The caste classifies the citizens into four classes based on races, lineage, identity and occupation. The four
classes are further categorized into fixed status and occupations due to the difference in ancestries and it has
become the belief and system that strictly controls the society. According to Script 548 of Sarmyukta Agama
by Sarvastivadin £7—1/JAES, a branch of Theravada Buddhism, and to MN. 84 of Madhurasuttam in
Majjhima Nikaya t1]; of Southern Buddhism, Buddha Sakyamuni is firmly against caste.

As discussed before, both Upanisad and Jainism are against the caste system before the birth of Sakya-

ns n

muni Buddha.The Upanisad advocate "Brahma being all things" and believe that all life have "atman
that like Brahma. But Jainism proposes "jiva" that like "atman". Therefore, both Upanisad and Jainism agree

that "all beings are equal, and people are equal".

But is Buddha Sakyamuni, who is against caste, in favor of the idea that all men are equal? Does he
hold different ideas?

According to SN.22.49 of Khandhasamyutta of Samyutta Nikaya and Script 45 of Samyuka Agama,
you, me and others are actually paficakkhandha 7if& of paticcasamuppanna dhamma %5474, which is
anicca ff£ 3 and anatta JEFk.

ZARY)

SN.22.49 of Khandhasamyutta of Samyutta Nikaya: The Blessed One then said: “Sona, when any as-
cetics and brahmins, on the basis of form (feeling, perception, volitional formations, consciousness), —
which is impermanent, suffering, and subject to change—regard themselves thus: ‘I am superior,” or ‘I am
equal,” or ‘I am inferior,” what is that due to apart from not seeing things as they really are? ... What do you
think, Sona, is form (feeling, perception, volitional formations, consciousness) permanent or imperma-
nent?” — “Impermanent, venerable sir.”  — “Is what is impermanent, suffering, and subject to change fit
to be regarded thus: ‘This is mine, this I am, this is my self’?” — “No, venerable sir.” ... “Therefore, Sona,
any kind of form (feeling, perception, volitional formations, consciousness) whatsoever, whether past, fu-
ture, or present, internal or external, gross or subtle, inferior or superior, far or near, all form should be seen
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as it really is with correct wisdom thus: “This is not mine, this I am not, this is not my self.” ”

According to Script 45 of Samyuka Agama A& :“Because of contact with ignorance a foolish
unlearned worldling gives rise to the sense of... 'T am better', the sense 'l am equal’, the sense 'l am infe-
rior' ... The sense 'l know in this way' and 'l see in this way' are all because of the six spheres of contact.
The learned noble disciple abandons ignorance in relation to the six spheres of contact and gives rise to
knowledge. He does not give rise to the sense of ... 'l am better', the sense 'l am equal’, the sense 'l am infe-

rior' »2

You, me and others are all symbols with no factual basis. They are actually paficakkhandha of
paticcasamuppanna dhamma, which cannot take any Dhamma as the standard for evaluation and compari-
son. Therefore, superiority, inferiority and equality are based on a comparison of particular conditions and
cannot present the essence of paticcasamuppanna dhamma. As a matter of fact, paficakkhandha of
paticcasamuppanna dhamma is not about superiority, inferiority or equality.

Therefore, Buddha Sakyamuni, who is against the caste, is not for the idea that all men are equal. In-
stead, Buddha Sakyamuni proposes that the paficakkhandha of paticcasamuppanna dhamma is not about
superiority, inferiority or equality. The idea that all men are equal is the teaching of Upanisad and Jainism
or the Bodhisattva-carya. It is also the salvation theory of Christianity, but not the teaching of Buddha
Sakyamuni.

Ideas that men are superior to women, women are superior to men or both men and women are equal
do not belong to the teachings of Buddha Sakyamuni. It is the conditioned dependence that results in the
differences in wisdom, competence, morality and status of men and women. Such differences are neither
fixed nor decided by gender, lineage or race.

Buddha Sakyamuni once told Ananda that nuns would make accomplishments t003, which proves that

Bhikkhunt would get salvation and accomplishments as Bhikkhu. There is no limitation in different accom-
plishments between Bhikkhunt and Bhikkhu.

2-2 Masculism is against Buddhism

Human history began with hunting activities and evolved from animal husbandry, farming, industrial
production, commercial sales and service activities. The patriarchal society that worships force has changed
into the modem society where men and women are equal.

Women were in the inferior status in ancient society, which is taken for granted by Buddha Sakya-
muni. In the society dominated by hunting, animal husbandry and farming activities, Buddha Sakyamuni
formulated attha garu-dhamma /\ &% for the renunciation of women considering the realities of the patri-
archal society.

In the ancient society dominated by men, attha garu-dhamma enables the Bhikkhu Sangha, which
holds the belief that men are superior to women, to help the Bhikkhuni Sangha instead of discriminating or
oppressing the Bhikkhuni. However, under the impact of traditional Indian religions and cultures, improper
cultural elements that are against women are assimilated into the later Buddhism.

In modern society where education is accessible to women, the social performance and independence
of women empower them to collaborate with men with outstanding performance. The idea and practices
that men are supreme are neither in line with the teachings of Buddha Sakyamuni nor to the modem civili-
zation.
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2-3 Christian Cultures Should not Interfere with Buddhism

According to Christianity, God is the Creator and all men are equal for God, which is strongly sup-
ported and respected by the modern society. But the idea that all men are equal is not the teaching of Bud-
dha Sakyamuni.

Buddha Sakyamuni does not create or control everything. Neither arahant nor the Buddhists are Gods.
Buddha Sakyamuni teaches Arahant and the Buddhists how to deal with suffering while Arahant and the
Buddhists teach the mass the same. Buddhism values teacher-student ethics. Students should respect and
serve the teachers while teachers should educate and care for the students, which is about mutual assistance
and mutual complementation on the path to eliminate suffering.

Therefore, the Christian idea that all men are equal does not apply to the teacher-student ethics of
Buddhism.

2-4 Feminism Should not Interfere with Buddhism

Attha garu-dhamma is included in the Vinaya for Bhikkhuni of all Buddhist branches. It maintains that
the process of female Buddhists becoming Bhikkhunt must be acknowledged by Bhikkhu Sangha and that
Bhikkhunt should worship the Bhikkhus and follow their teachings.

The contents of attha garu—dharnmﬁ4 differ slightly among Buddhist sects. Therefore, under the current
circumstance that all branches in India do not acknowledge the legitimacy of attha garu—dhamrnﬁs, it had
probably existed before the division of different sects.

Influenced by Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya or Christian cultures, modermn Buddhist feminists misun-
derstand that the ideas which indicate that all men are equal and attha garu-dhamma discriminates against
women are not proposed by Buddha Sakyamuni. They contend that attha garu-dhamma is updated by later
Sangha and even claim that it was formulated when Mahakashyapa presided over the First Buddhist Coun-
cil.

After the First Buddhist Council, Mahakashyapa declared that the Vinaya set by the Buddha should
not be altered or updated. His declaration determined the principle and direction of the Vinaya. So it is im-
possible that he formulated attha garu-dhamma during the First Buddhist Council.

The spatiotemporal background should be taken as the basis to explore the true significance of attha
garu-dhamma.

Gender equality is the belief of Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya or Christianity rather than the teachings
and teacher-student ethics of Buddha Sakyamuni. Therefore, feminism that maintains gender equality
should not interfere with Buddhism.

2-5 Gender Ethics based on paticcasamuppado

Conditioned dependence, the core teaching of Buddha Sakyamuni, states that paficakkhandha is
paticcasamuppanna dhamma, which is anicca and anatta. Therefore, the gender differences come from con-
ditioned dependence and there is no absolute superiority, inferiority or equality. On this basis, the ideas that
men are superior to women, women are superior to men and men and women are equal are not the teach-
ings of Buddha Sakyamuni. It is decided by conditioned dependence instead of gender and lineage.

There are no absolute gender differences between men and women. Men and women should help each
other based on different conditions, mutual assistance and complementarity, which is the gender ethics
originated from conditioned dependence and advocated by Buddha Sakyamuni.
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2-6 Teacher-Student Ethics in Buddhism attha garu-dhamma

The Buddhist Sangha originated from Bhikkhu Afifia Kondanfa &% %[l and the other four Bhikkhus in
the first sermon preach, and then developed to the Bhikkhu Sangha. In the beginning of Buddhism, the
Bhikkhu Sangha is actually a group of teachers.

Gotami B2 =5ffj is the aunt of Buddha, and she asked the permission from Buddha to become a nun in

her later years, when she lost the dependence of her husband Suddhodana Gautama. At that time, Buddha
refused GotamT’s requests repeatedly, due to four factors, her aristocratic identity, the aunt of Buddha, her
old age, and the leader of the aristocratic females. Buddha worried that Gotam1 would be arrogant and diffi-
cult to teach. Finally, Buddha claimed that Gotami must accept the attha garu-dhamma if she got ordained.
The real meaning is to teach the disciples, respecting your master, obeying the teachings of predecessors,
and not to be arrogant or difficult to teach.

Except Gomiti, the other females who followed Gotami, got ordained by the Bhikkhu Sangha instead
of Gotami, in the absence of the Bhikkhunt Sangha. It is a special case stated in the Vinaya, which demon-
strated that it is possible to permit Bhikkhus to confer the Bhikkhunt high ordination in the absence of
Bhikkhunts in the world. The true meaning of attha garu-dhamma must be judged from the situation of Go-
tam, and one might misjudge attha garu-dhamma to despise females, from the perspective of gender equal-
ity in modern society.

Attha garu-dhamma originated from Gomiti, which means to maintain the ethics of "Bhikkhu is the
teacher, and Bhikkhuni is the student” and to remind females not being arrogant or difficult to teach.

" 3. Evolution of Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya
3-1 Origins and Evolution of Teachings of Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya

Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya originated from the belief in Bodhisattva. Bodhisattva refers to the dili-
gent ones who look for samma-sambodhi. They are not Buddha in their past lives. Therefore, Bodhisattva
does not refer to the past lives of other Buddhists besides Buddha Sakyamuni.

The teachings of Bodhisattva do not fall in the thirty-seven teachings of traditional Buddhism. There-
fore, the Six Paramitas 7J& are based on the Jataka A4 2 of Buddha Sakyamuni during the 2™ Cen-

tury B.C. The Six Paramitas of the past lives of Buddha Sakyamuni are viewed as the Bodhisattva-carya.
(Please refer to Paramitas* and Chapter 9% in Origin and Evolution of Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya)

Paramita refers to arrival at the other life7 and includes donations, precepts, tolerance, enhancement,
meditation and wisdom. Wisdom plays a major role.

The wise Paramita of AbhiDhamma Buddhism originally referred to the Four Noble Truths. In the 1%
Century B.C., panfna Sutta was developed based on the Six Paramita and Ekabyoharika —&7 &[5 in southern
India, claiming that the true wisdom is $linya £ %525 as well as equality and criticizing the Four Noble
Truths to be Hinayana.

From then on, the Mahayana does not accept the Four Noble Truths and develops its own canons other
than the classic ones.

3-2 Status of Women in Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya

Maha-purusa laksana ( thirty-two marks ) =-f "4H is an important component in Bodhisattva belief
as well as the goal and verification standard for such belief. But it originated from Jainism and was in-
cluded in the Bodhisattva belief of the later Buddhism.
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According to Lakkhana Suttam of Digha Nikaya (DN.30)8: The Lord said: 'There are, monks, these
thirty-two marks peculiar to a Great Man? And for that Great Man who possesses them, only two careers
are open. If he lives the household life, he will become a ruler, a wheel-turning righteous monarch of the
law ... But if he goes forth from the household life into homelessness, he will become an Arahant, a fully-
enlightened Buddha, who has drawn back the veil from the world ... the karmic reasons for the gaining of
them (thirty-two marks). '

According to Script 23” of Ekottara-agama =[] of Mahasamghika A i &[5, the Bodhisattva is
with thirty-two physical characteristics and eighty virtues. The appearance of Bodhisattva is magnificent
and serious with golden purple lustre.

Kosopagata-vasti-guhya as a part of thirty-two marks used to be the belief of Jainism, referring to the
retribution that men have dysfunctional sexual organs, which is taken as the symbol of no sex for several
lives. For example: “the male organs are enclosed in a sheath like the elephant king and horse king” [z i #H
MEEF 10, “the tenth mark, the male organs are enclosed in a sheath like the elephant king and horse
king & f&mH - WETET 11, “to teach the women, he manifests the mark of enclosing the male
organs in a sheath /b2 A IR & AH 12 ,“like the valuable elephant and horse, the male organs are hid-
den, called the mark of enclosing the male organs in a sheath”#[1E5 F5 ~ B[ A » &fafH and
also stated in the Ekottara-agama of Mahasamghika (might be Lokottara-vada 3 H ) that “Does he

has the mark of enclosing the male organs in a sheath and remain chaste?

Due to the fact that Kosopagata-vasti-guhya is exclusive to men, the Bodhisattva-carya contends that
only men can be the Supreme Bodhi and leaders. (Please refer to Script 116 of Madhyarna—Agarna13 and
Volume ITI'* of Paiifiatti Pakarana jiz%sh

The Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth Store Bodhisattva & T % KFE4K of Mahayana Bodhisattva-

carya points out that women can turn into men ' by studying the Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth Store Bo-
dhisattva. Daibadatta of Saddhammapundarika Sutra ;EZELL 16 mentions that women turn into men and

become the Buddhas, implying that women cannot be Supreme Bodhi unless they have turned into men.

It is the common sense in Bodhisattva belief that women cannot become Buddha, which originated
from Jainism and by no means is the intention of Buddha Sakyamuni. Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya sticks
to that Maha-purusa laksana values men more than women with Bodhisattva belief as the core.

3-3 Origins and Evolution of Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya

The pafifia sutta f5754% emerged in the 1% Century B.C. maintains that the Six Paramita based on the
wisdom of $linya 5,4 225 is the real Six Paramita and Mahayana, implying that the Four Noble Truths is

Hinayana.

From the 1% Century B.C. to the 3™ Century B.C., the Mahayana only proposed the Bodhisattva be-
liefs and its new canons. It had no specific precepts about the beliefs and teachings of Mahayana. Maha-
yana Buddhists during this stage did not believe in the Four Noble Truths and adhered to their own teach-
ings and beliefs.

How does Mahayana justify its existence?

3-3-1 Early Precepts of Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya

The early stage (50 B.C.E.~C.E. 100) of Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya had no detailed precepts in line
with its beliefs and teachings. There were few Buddhists following Mahayana then and they did not oppose
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ZIHY.00FH, intentionally weakening the norms of traditional Buddhist precepts so as to avoid being attacked
by traditional Buddhism on their shortcomings.

For instance, the Astasahashrika Prajnaparamita Sutra /|NSHfi&#54% proposed that to Prajnaparamita

should focus on the Sarvajfia {H 43R f 3 FR AL » o FEETEREES Oo..... L8k thiE iz .

In addition, the Ten Virtues was taken as the precepts of Mahayana Bodhisattva and the traditional
Buddhist precepts were neglected. For example, it is stated in Mahayana Sad-Paramita Sutra that: “After
detaching from three barriers caused by karma, a Bodhisattva mahasattva should practice ten pure precepts.
Which ten? That is, three body pure precepts, four mouth pure precepts, and three mind pure precepts ... As
a viraaga practitioner, a Bodhisattva mahasattva should stay away from the circumstances of five de-
sires.” (ASRHEIER/NIZERELL) ¢ T EEENERIRED o EEEE T o B0 AT ? BT
S CIDSH > B BERACE S ama s -,

Followers of Mahayana then did not receive the upasampada for Bhikkhu and Bhikkhunt and were not
Bhikkhu or Bhikkhunt in the traditional sense.

3-3-2 Precepts of Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya during the transitional period

After surviving its early years, Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya moved into the steady transition period
(C.E. 100~300). Traditional Buddhists began to turn to Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya, who not only wor-
shiped the Bodhisattva spirits but criticized the traditional Buddhism. Canons complied by Mahayana,
which divided the Vinaya into sravaka sila ZZ[&i7 and Bodhisattva sila [, highlighted the loftiness
and value of Bodhi mind ZF2.[).

For example, in the chapter ( On Bodhisattva Lion’s Roar Efi-F-Ifl 51 ) of the Mahayana Mahaparinir-
vana Sutra FIEEHRLK, it says: “ One such attains the first aspiration and up to unsurpassed Enlighten-
ment. This is the sila of the Bodhisattva. If one meditates on white bones, one attains Arahantship. This is
the case of the sravaka sila. One who upholds sravaka sila does not, one should know, see the Buddha-

Nature and the Tathagata. Any person who upholds the sila of the Bodhisattvas, we may know, attains un-
surpassed Enlightenment and sees well the Buddha-Nature, the Tathagata, and Nirvana.” " {£ #5059 %8

FSRPTHE 22 28 =3 =4 > RREEN > HB A E ) 2RRMEER - B RAERK - BH 2R
W WARAR AR BRSNS  SARAGIRSE=E =R

3-3-3 Precepts of Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya during the stable period

After four centuries’ growth, Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya began to stabilize in the 4™ Century and
required independent precepts for its Sangha without fearing the pressure from traditional Buddhism.

The Bodhisattva-bhiimi E M in Yogacara-bhiimi Fi{fiEfiirsf by Asanga 2 discussed the
practices and disciplines of Bodhisattva and had been accepted and praised by most followers. Bodhisattva-

bhtimi then developed into the blueprint of precepts of Mahayana Bodhisattva and the basis for the precepts
of Yogacara Bodhisattva.

The precepts of Mahayana Bodhisattva criticized the Four Noble Truths into the Hinayana precepts
and stated that they are different’’"* and far more superior from the Four Noble Truths™”. The precepts of
Mahayana Bodhisattva even forbid its followers to study and teach the Four Noble Truths; otherwise, the

followers should repent and would be punished.23
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Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya after the 4™ Century developed in line with the precepts of Mahayana
Bodhisattva, criticizing the Four Noble Truths and form the Mahayana Sangha totally independent from the
traditional Buddhism.

3-3-4 Mahayana Precepts of China’s Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya

Before the reign of Emperor Wu of Liang Z2#7, China’s Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya followed In-
dian precepts of Mahayana Bodhisattva. During the early years of Emperor Wu of Liang Dynasty
(C.E.502~549), the theocracy was adopted. The Jiankan Saﬁgha24 compiled Brahmajala Siitra based on the
precepts of Yogacara Bodhisattva. Different from Brahmajalasutta of Digha Nikaya taught by Theravada

77 Rt g

Buddhism, the second volume of Brahmajala Sttra is Brahmajala Bodhisattva $ila Stitra 34845 24K,
In 519 A.D., Emperor Wu of Liang received the precepts of Bodhisattva based on Brahmajala Bodhisattva
§ila Siitra and claimed himself to be the Emperor Bodhisattva.”

Therefore, China’s Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya gave up on the precepts of Yogacara Bodhisattva and
turned to Brahmajala Bodhisattva §ila Sttra for the basis of passing on the precepts of Mahayana Bodhi-
sattva.

3-4 Ordination of Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya followers
3-4-1 Three-staged Ordination

It took four hundred years of Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya to develop Bodhisattva precepts. Before
that, followers of Mahayana were willing to do whatever to win the wisdom and to practice the Ten Virtues
or to follow the precepts of traditional Buddhism.

With Bodhisattva precepts, Mahayana followers should highlight the evolution of Mahayana precepts.
The three-staged ordination procedures were thus established: receive Samanera or Samaneri precepts in
Stage I, receive Bhikkhu or Bhikkhuni precepts in Stage II and give up Bhikkhu and Bhikkhuni precepts,
and only receive Bodhisattva precepts in Stage IIL

3-4-2 Adopt the Salvation Precepts of the Indian branch of Theravada Buddhism

The Bhikkhu and BhikkhunT precepts adopted by China’s Mahayana followers were originated from
the Mahasanghika-vinaya JEEZH {4 {[{{F that was origined from Vaishali, inherited from Upali. After 414
A.D, Dasa-bhanavara-vinaya zf{# were adopted in south of Chinafrom Madhura inherited from Ananda.

Dhammagupta-vinaya U43{# was used as the Bhikkhu and Bhikkhuni precepts in the Tang Dynasty

(C.E. 596~667) > via the recommendation by Dao Xuan 4= . The Dhammaguttika Vinaya and Vinaya of
Theravada today share the same system of the Indian Sect.

In addition, the Tibetan Mahayana takes Dasa-bhanavara-vinaya as the Bhikkhu and BhikkhunT pre-
cepts.

3-4-3 Mahayana Precepts that Abandon the Salvation Precepts

Followers of Mahayana would finally give up Bhikkhu and Bhikkhunt precepts though they have re-
ceived them during Stage II of the ordination procedure. Stage III focuses on the Bodhisattva precepts. The
Chinese Buddhism adopts Brahmajala Bodhisattva $ila Stitra while the Tibetan Buddhism adopts the Indian
Yogacara Bodhisattva. When receiving the Bodhisattva precepts, followers must give up the Bhikkhu and
Bhikkhunt precepts and keep the Bodhisattva precepts only. The followers of the Tibetan Buddhism must
accept the Samaya precepts —HEH[ 7, %6 pesides the Bodhisattva precepts.
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Mahayana followers deny and abandon the Four Noble Truths and the salvation precepts and are
therefore not the monks that follow the Bhikkhu and BhikkhunT precepts.

3-5 Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya Should not Interfere with Theravada Buddhism

The three-staged ordination procedure and the Vinaya of Mahayana teach Samanera and Samaneri
precepts, Bhikkhu precepts and Bhikkhuni precepts and requires its followers to give up the Bhikkhu pre-
cepts and Bhikkhunt precepts.

The ordination principle of Bodhisattva relies on Bodhisattva precepts instead of Vinaya. Mahayana
teaches Sramanera precepts, Samaneri precepts, Bhikkhu precepts and Bhikkhunt precepts in accordance
with Dhammagupta-vinaya and Dasa-bhanavara-vinaya but neither the teachers nor the students abide by
the precepts of Theravada Buddhism. Mahayana preaches conventional precepts to highlight its develop-
ment, to convey the message that Bodhisattva precepts are superior to Bhikkhu precepts and Bhikkhuni pre-
cepts, and try to establish independent Mahayana Sangha.

Therefore, no Mahayana Buddhist should be present when Theravada Buddhists take higher oridina-
tion. At the same time, Mahayana takes Theravada Buddhism as Hinayana and allows no participation from
Theravada Buddhists when teaching the Bodhisattva precepts.

The lack of BhikkhunT inheritance of Theravda offers Mahayana the opportunity to intervene in Thera-
vada Buddhism. Its intention is to introduce Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya into Theravada Buddhism instead
of restoring the BhikkhunT inheritance of Theravada Buddhism.

Therefore, Mahayana should not be involved in the restoration of BhikkhunT inheritance of Theravada
Buddhism.

" 4. Values of Theravada Buddhism
4-1 Value of Sangha Inheritance of Theravada Buddhism

Buddhism today is divided into Theravada Buddhism and Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya, with the latter
being further classified into the Chinese Bodhisattva and the Tibetan Bodhisattva.

Teachings, canons and Vinaya of Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya are not under the guidance of Buddha
Sakyamuni and they criticize and deny the Four Noble Truths of traditional Buddhism. The inheritance of
Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya is not the authentic teachings of Buddha Sakyamuni.

Theravada Buddhism believes in the Four Noble Truths and has kept the Sangha inheritance for about
2300 years, which is more valuable than Mahayana Bodhisattva.

4-2 Importance and Contemporary Significance to Restore Bhikkhunt Inheritance
4-2-1 Consolidate the Union of two Sanghas

Labor division between men and women ensures the stability and progresses of human society. Bud-
dha Sakyamuni teaches both men and women and establishes Bhikkhu Sangha and Bhikkhuni Sangha to
guide the society with different obligations so as to consummate Buddhism.

Since the 13" Century, the BhikkhunT inheritance of Theravada Buddhism has been suspended, which
is a regret for female believers, Sangha and Theravada Buddhism. Restoration of Bhikkhunt inheritance of
Theravada Buddhism would provide females with the opportunity to become sangha and improve the
Sangha system and structure of Theravada Buddhism.
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4-2-2 Avoid the Attack and Intervention of Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya

Although Buddhists of Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya are not qualified Bhikkhu and Bhikkhuni, Maha-
yana Bodhisattva-carya and the public who do not understand Vinaya still think that Mahayana keeps the
Bhikkhu and BhikkhunT inheritance.

The lack of BhikkhunT inheritance of Theravada Buddhism would arouse doubts and attack from Ma-
hayana and the public. The dissatisfaction of female believers of Theravada Buddhism would also make a
way for Mahayana to intervene.

The lack of BhikkhunT inheritance is a weakness in Theravada Buddhism.

4-2-3 Improve both Sanghas for a New Era of Theravada Buddhism

Sangha inheritance of Theravada Buddhism is a valuable tradition sinceBuddha Sakyamuni. The
popularization of education, challenges of Christianity and Muslim and the weakening situation of Bud-
dhism require the restoration of the Bhikkhuni inheritance of Theravada Buddhism so as to make it updated
and globalized.

Buddhists who follow the Buddha Sakyamuni must firmly safeguard the Four Noble Truths, the
Sangha inheritance of Theravada Buddhism, which is the prerequisite to safeguard Buddha Sakyamuni,
Dhamma, Sangha and Vinaya.

It is imperative to restore the Bhikkhunt inheritance for the comprehensive development of Theravada
Buddhism.

" 5. Conclusions: Firmly Restore Bhikkhuni Inheritance of Theravada Buddhism

Theravada Sanghas in mainland China and Taiwan are new members of Theravada Buddhism.
Dhammattha Sangha as a Theravada Sangha, which are mainly composed of Chinese, have been developed
in America, Malaysia, mainland China and Taiwan. In face of challenges from the Mahayana Buddhism,
Dhammattha Sangha are expected to show the kindness and comprehensiveness of Theravada Buddhism in
Chinese community so as to facilitate the development of Theravada Buddhism.

To restore the BhikkhunT inheritance of Theravada Buddhism, Dhammattha Sangha should follow five
principles:

1. Establish Bhikkhunt Sangha of Theravada Buddhism in the Chinese community.
2. Respect the Bhikkhu Sangha in Sri Lanka and work closely with them in good faith.

3. Respect the decisions of Bhikkhu Sangha from different Theravada countries and do not intervene
the Buddhism affairs in other countries.

4. Avoid the interference of Mahayana, masculism, feminism and Christianity.

5. Work with other Bhikkhu and Bhikkhuni of Theravada Sangha from other countries for mutual
communication and progress.

Because most Chinese Buddhists believe Mahayana Buddhism, and most Theravada Buddhism
Sanghas do not support to reestablish the inheritance of Bhikkhunis, and also because Dhammattha
Sangha do not support or agree with the inappropriate females, (who are over the age, or Buddhists with
mess understanding about Buddha’s teaching, or unteachably arrogant, or have physical and mental imbal-
ance and illness) to get ordained or receive Bhikkhunt high ordination, Dhammattha Sangha often get de-
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famed and slander. Although in this situation, Dhammattha Sangha still insist on promoting the Original
Buddhism and support to reestablish the inheritance of the Theravada Bhikkhunis in the Chinese world.

Finally, we believe in the wisdom and mercy of Bhikkhu Sangha of Theravada Buddhism and wish
the best for the Bhikkhunt Sangha of Theravada Buddhism.

B o s canee 3

ENSAN AGARIMA DHARMAPALAIN 1851

Namo Buddhaya

Plhlid'l.e in chinese by Ven. Vmasun 1115[0 who was t’anslated by Bhllckhu Paho&luna in anuhsh. Ven. Bodhi Thero, Ven. P. Seewalae Thero, Ven. Vipasema Thero end monka.

P.S. This article was published in both Chinese and English, and was published in Chinese
by Ven. BhikkhuVipasama Thero, who was assisted by BhikkhuPabodhana to under-
take the on-site English interpretation.

Notes

1. Please refer to Chapter Il of History of Indian Philosophy by Huang Xinchuan.
Upanishad: Encyclopedia of China’s Buddhism (VII) p.3902.1
THECETE  FEEOY 0 BE - RKE - BFRRER VR | SRS - ADKEEE - RS
B o P62 - IH:EE 15 !
Singer: Encyclopedia of China s Buddhism (V1) p.3902.1
This is my soul, humble but great
2. Please refer to““On the Five Aggregates (4) — A Translation of Samyukta-agama Discourses 33 to 58”, DharmaDrum Jour-
nal of Buddhist Studies, 2014, vol. 14 pp. 35-36.
Pali Sutta Samyutta Nikaya 22.49 ( S.iii 48~50)

“Dvattimsimani, bhikkhave, mahapurisassa mahapurisalakkhanani, yehi samannagatassa mahapurisassa dveva gatiyo bha-
vanti anaffia. Sace agaram ajjhavasati, raja hoti cakkavattt dhammiko dhammaraja caturanto” ... “Sace kho pana agarasma
anagariyam pabbajati, araham hoti sammasambuddho loke vivattacchado” ... “imassa kammassa katatta idam lakkhanam
patilabhatr’ti.”

3. R O(HEsEE) (/NG ) EEEREEREE (VIN): please refer to the Chinese version of Samyutta Nikaya (IV) p.340

published by Yuanheng Temple in Taiwan

Pali Vinaya 2.10.1.3. “Bhabbo, ananda, matugamo tathagatappavedite dhammavinaye agarasma anagariyam pabbajitva
sotapattiphalampi sakadagamiphalampi anagamiphalampi arahattaphalampi sacchikatunti.”

English version: From ( The Book of Discipline) translated by L.B. Horner, M.A.

The Bhikkhuni-Khandhaka:*“Ananda, women having gone forth from home into homelessness in the dhamma and disci-
pline proclaimed by the Truth finder, are able to realize the fruit of stream-attainment or the fruit of once-returning or the
fruit of non-returning or perfection.”

4. MahaSangha-vinaya, Volume 30: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (22) p.471.3-29~p.476.2-11
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Attha garu-dhamma of Sarvastivada-vinaya, Volume 47: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (23) p.345.2-29~p.345.3-19
(HRAER—V A EEASERFESE ) |, Volume 29, Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (24) p.350.3-25~p.351.1-25

Mahisasakah, Volume VII: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (22) p.45.3-23~p.46.1-10

B (rusE) (EhRfEfEE ) , Volume 48: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (22)) p.923.1-26~p.923.2-21

B (HIgEE) ONm) 2+ (EhE/Ef#E ) - please refer to the Chinese version of Samyutta Nikaya (IV) p.341-5~14

5. MahaSangha-vinaya, Volume 30: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (22) p.471.3-29~p.476.2-11

Attha garu-dhamma of Sarvastivada-vinaya, Volume 47: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (23) p.345.2-29~p.345.3-19
(HRAER—V A AR FESE ) |, Volume 29, Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (24) p.350.3-25~p.351.1-25

Mahlsasakah, Volume VII: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (22) p.45.3-23~p.46.1-10

B(UaE) (Ehfef#REE) , Volume 48: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (22)) p.923.1-26~p.923.2-21

B (FIgEE) ONG) 2+ (EhEEH#EE ) : please refer to the Chinese version of Samyutta Nikaya (IV) p.341-5~14

6. Please refer to Chapter Nine of Origins and Evolution of Early Mahayana Buddhism by Yinshun, p.560-11~14, Taiwan
Zhengwen Publishing House, 1993.7 Ed.

Six Paramitas were inspired by the contents of Jataka. Discussions on Jataka were compiled in the Collection of Six Pa-
ramitas. They were the models for Bodhisattva practices and honored by the Buddhists as the teaching material though
originated from the Hinayana Sectarian Buddhism. Mahayana Bodhisattva-carya thus came into being.

7. Mahaprajnaparamita Upadesha, Volume 12: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (25), p.145.2-2~3

8. Please refer to Lakkhana Suttam of Digha Nikaya (DN.30)
Pali Sutta Digha Nikaya 30 (D.iii 142~145)
“Dvattimsimani, bhikkhave, mahapurisassa mahapurisalakkhanani, yehi samannagatassa mahapurisassa dveva gatiyo bha-
vanti anafifia. Sace agaram ajjhavasati, raja hoti cakkavattt dhammiko dhammaraja caturanto” ... “Sace kho pana agarasma
anagariyam pabbajati, araham hoti sammasambuddho loke vivattacchado™ ...... kosohitavatthaguyho hoti ...... “imassa
kammassa katatta idam lakkhanam patilabhati’ti.”

9. Ekottara-agama, Volume 23: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (2)) p.166.3-23

105, CRGEHELK ) © Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (3)) p.164.3-17

1.7, (EBEIRIERFELL) : Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (3)) p.627.2-3

12.Abhidharma-mahavibhas!a-s/a-stra: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (27)) p.428.3

13.Chinese version of Madhyama-Agama, Volume 28, Script 116: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (1) p.607.2-10~15
CEMZARSITEE ALK - A - FEE o R - KR - B - KRR SRR
ERBTETAE  BRTEOR - g - T8 » T - Xk BT - KRERE - WERE °
14.Paiifiatti Pakarana, Volume III: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (26) p.521.1-10~12
"IN EEEREEE R AR E  AREE - REGEER - FEE EEEER -
Pafifiatti Pakarana of Sarvastivada was translated by Dharmapala, which included " tHfj5tz% , ~ " [Rifiss  ~ "%
HER | o SRR A SEATRER 0 KEER 4 o (Please refer to History of Indian Buddhism, p.54)
15. 54 (thikak) (U8R A KT ) © Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (13) p.789.3-5~11
CEARKM > BEHET - BUA 0 BTG - R - TR 0 BERE - RIRERE - MiiE o
WERS 51/ UEfl « —HREEES - T—EH LB -
16.Daibadatta of Saddharmapundarika Sutra: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (9) p.35.2-12~p.35.3-23
FSORATFS ¢ RTIBHRIEE EAEEELL o e WEFFhRERE LS T ASE RS L - BEEE - AT
FHil ? L EYERIRE AR - EAESE LR 7 hERIECUREY) - BT REREE - AR - XUAE
WAL —BEAEERRE > —FwH > =FRE > WEERETE > AEGS - EO2LGFER#H? -
R bb%ﬂ%iﬁ B [EERE T BT Eﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂéﬁﬁ  REE I :+~7FE I\t
LS o oeeee %ﬁfﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁzﬁ% e Rl AR -
17.Astasahashrika Prajna Paramita Sutra, Volume 6: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (8) p.565.2-7~10
18. 5, (RFEH B/ aEE ) &7 ¢ Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (8) p.887.2-24~p.887.3-4

19.Please refer to Chapter Thirty-Four <On Bodhisattva Lion’s Roar(b)> of Mahayana Buddhism Mahaparinirvana Sutra
translated by Kosho Yamamoto, p.383
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20.Bodhisattva Precept (Yogacara-bhuimi-$astra): Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (24) p.1111.3-12~17
S PR - WUEOET IR BERER - R ORIV E DS - DR ISR - )
FHEEOANEE > THhEEAREER AN EES - (DI ? DEEg R B M A - REFIf > PFftH0E - D
% OWEUE > WAL - FEREETERM AR - NEE A -
21.Bodhisattva Precept (Yogacara-bhiimi-$astra): Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (24)) p.1108.1-3~12
THEE | RARREERILE o EEAREIBRLA o LA ? R B R FEDR ~ ME S DOT(E - JEEREE R
ity o eeee WEZEDF] ~ AE ~ VIR EEIE - SR -
22.Bodhisattva-pratimoksa-siitram (Yogacara-bhiimi-$astra): Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (24)) p.1105.3-17~23
TR EEATIF > PRe— VIR B L EREATER L TR - R EE ORI T#
£ WREFRBN— VA —UIREEST - — TRl e - RS > B — TR k— #r ~ 5t
73~ By oy o JIEENRERED IR R— 2 —VIRINER - |
23.Brahmajala Bodhisattva $ila Siitra, Volume 5: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (40) p. 638.2-11~14
"EIERIHEEE /e EE RS TR SR AREE 20E 0 TAERE - MSTERE/NEHIET  EEHZ
fix > MUHRI -
Brahmajala Bodhisattva §1la Saitra, Volume 5: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (40) p.640.3-21~24
DA CERREE A L E RIS TR BUR A - SIS - LTI NE - FIBMEA - EEER
RS, ©
Brahmajala Bodhisattva $1la Sttra, Volume 5: Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (40) p.645.2~p.645.3
"EIERTIHEE A R R R T RIS R E - SEE  MREZA? o EIERA /G C — R
oo T TR e e ]
Brahmajala Sitra, Volume 10: Please refer to the new edition of Taisho-pitaka (22) p. 1105.3-6~8
EMT O RRREESE - SRR - T g R SNEER, . — ORI R ERE - JURIESE -
Bodhisattva Precept (Yogacara Bodhisattva): Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (24) p.1108.1-27 ~ p.1108.2-1
TEEEFORER  ENE - SEAESRSR > EEER > RIEN RIEN - N FE— I RREE o DAL ? EERE
TGRS - AZEIERNRELR - (FAESRE - BEBIUREIE - |
Bodhisattva Precept (Yogacara Bodhisattva): Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (24) p.1108.3-22~24
CEEENRER  ERE  SENEERRLOE BT - NER - EiEMHBRER ? 2R
EALHOTHE - |
TEEETEERMAESE BEEAE —ABEBEKE BERURSZI  BIUEGITRE - ) ——
p.1108.3-27~29
L (ERERIFRE) RA)BGEE T« Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (30) p.912.2-5~p.913.1
TEENREEEREN  WME AR MRERE - o BIREE > TOEAEEE TS ER 2N
T EEERE | PR SR A, o e IR G AR B R R EH— BETE Y
EREEEGINA R — 2 —VIREDER - |
B (EiERE) GHA)EET © Please refer to Taisho-pitaka (30) p.915.2-21~27
CEEENRER - ERE  SENEERRLOE BT - NESR - BiEMHBREE ? hERIRS
TEACAOTHE © (AT PASY 7 ShE e Py NE S - DUEGREE - NUE - BEEER - RAERE K o ETE TR 0
TEE » |EAE > —REBEERLE  BRMUREID  BIIEGYHE - |
24.Please refer to Buddhist Ideas and Cultures by Yan Shangwen: Article Collection on the 86th Birthday of Yinshun, p.124-
7~19
Emperor Wu of Liang promoted the theocracy policies upon his inauguration. He led the Jiankang Sangha to promote
Buddhism and to translate, compile and interpret Buddhist canons for over 18 years, applying the achivements into state
administration. On April 8 (lunar calendar) of the 18th year of Tianjian, the Jiankang Sangha led by Emperor Wu of Li-
ang received ordination, with the core idea of Emperor Bodhisattva being proposed (Note 3). Jiankang Sangha was under
strong impact of the long-term theocracy during the Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties.
25.Please refer to Philosophy and Policy Basis of Bodhisattva Emperor Wu of Liang by Yan Shangwen, Journal of History
of Normal University, Volume 17, p.1~p.58. 1978
26.Samaya precept is the precept of Esoteric Buddhism.
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Dilemma and Development Status of Theravada Bhikkhunis in Modern Chinese Society

(including MainlandChina, Taiwan, Malaysia)
Published in the Symposium of the Maha Bodhi Society of Bodhgaya, India, January 30, 2019,
Written by Bhikkhu Vipasama Thero and Bhikkhuni Tissara translated by others

" 1. Introduction

Chinese culture values collective interests over individual gains, which
makes it difficult for Theravada Buddhism that advocates pessimism and in-
dividual relief to become a mainstream belief in China. However, Mahayana
Buddhism which emphasizes universal salvation has gained popularity and
been carried forward in China for nearly 2000 years.

Although Mahayana Buddhism keeps defaming Theravada Buddhism as
Hinayana Buddhism over the past 2000 years, causing a tremendous misun-
derstanding to Theravada Buddhism, Buddhist intellectuals in China today
have learned from modern studies that Mahayana Buddhism does not origi-
nate from Buddha Sakyamuni since the last century. More and more Bud-
dhists have tumed to Theravada Buddhism.

However, over the past decade, the development of Theravada Bud-
dhism is stagnating as China makes significant changes. Some Mahayana
Buddhists who turned to Theravada Buddhism before have now resorted to
Mahayana Buddhism again. Therefore, Theravada Buddhism will not only deal with challenges from Ma-

hayana Buddhism, but also handle cultural differences between universal salvation and pessimism and
individual relief so as to offer what the Chinese society needs today.

Theravada Sangha in China need not only support from their counterparts in Sri Lanka, Burma and
Thailand but the acceptance of the Chinese society, where Mahayana Buddhism plays the dominant role.
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Therefore, proper handling of challenges from Mahayana Buddhism and teachings dissemination in
China become an essential approach for Theravada Bhikkhunis to survive and develop in China.

From studying the introduction of Theravada Buddhism into China, this paper explores the dilemma
and major problems that Theravada Buddhism faces with, and then justifies how Theravada Buddhism
can meet the needs of modern Chinese communities by discussing its current conditions.

" 2. Introduction of Buddhism into China

2-1 Confucianism and Daoism, China’s Mainstream Culture

Confucianism and Daoism were founded in the Spring and Autumn Period (770~403 B.C.). Confu-
cianism, as a school with the most profound impact on China’s culture, education, family and politics,
was founded by Confucius (551~479 B.C.), the most influential thinker and educator in China. Confu-
cianism centers on benevolence and courtesy: the former is the care for life, and the later the ethics of
social rank. Self-cultivation and family management are the basis of Confucius education ideas while
country administration and service are his educational ideals. In other words, the goal of Confucius is to
achieve individual accomplishment and to serve the country, i.e. practical idealism.

Daoism was founded by Laozi (580~480 B.C.), another important philosopher in China. In his work
Dao De Ching, Laozi maintains the ontology1 that Daoism is natural® and universal and the life philoso-
phy that Daoism follows the nature and the best thing is to do nothing3. Daoism is the most popular meta-
physics in China with a profound impact on China’s culture, education and politics.

2-2 Kingship and Mainstream Cultures

After about 550 years of national division and wars in China from 770 to 221 B.C., Emperor Qin
Shihuang united China and established the first centralized government in China, i.e. the Qin Dynasty
(221~207 B.C.) and became the first emperor in China.

Excessive oppression over the people led to the quick demise of the Qin Dynasty and the establish-
ment of the Han Dynasty (202 B.C.~C.E. 220). People desired for a stable life after centuries of turmoil
in China. Therefore, the first two emperors in the Han Dynasty (180~141 B.C.) adopted Laozi’s teachings
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that abide in non-action and tried not to burden the people, in the hope that people can rehabilitate and the
national strength can be restored.

To further advance the country, Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty (141~87 B.C.) began to take Con-
fucianism as the main strategy4 in national governance by promoting the disciples of Confucius and their
ideas. The lofty status of Confucius was firm and unshakable.

The Han Dynasty as a centralized government enjoys the first longest reign in Chinese history. The
worship and promotion of Laozi and Confucius by the Han emperors, especially the Confucianism-
oriented policy which has become the principle of national governance for later dynasties, make Daoism
and Confucianism the mainstream cultures in China.

" 3. Evolution of Buddhism Vinaya

3-1 Dissemination of Traditional Buddhism Vinaya and Sanghas
In C.E. 250, Dharmakala’ (Zf#nZE ) translated the Mahasanghika-vinaya ( EEZH{{K{F ) from
the Mahasamghika, and according to the Mahasanghika-vinaya to teach the precepts and establish the

Sangha, then the Mahasanghika-vinaya prevailed gradually in the north of China. In C.E. 416, in the East-
ern Jin Dynasty, it was retranslated by Faxian and Buddhabhadra® ( BEPEERPEER ) .

In C.E. 408, Buddhayas’7 (f#ipEHN4s ) translated the Dharmaguptaka-vinaya (/U477 ) succeeded
by the Dharmagupta Sect.

In CE. 404~414, Kumarajiva (IEEEZE (1) and Virnale'lksa8 (BREEZE Y ) translated out
in succession the Dasa-bhanavara-vinaya ( {ZH{# ) , which was spreaded by the Mathura Sangha (the old
version of the Sarvastivadin). Vimalaksa widely spreaded the Dasa-bhanavara-vinaya to the south of China.

In C.E. 424, Mahisasaka-vinaya ( 7157/# ) was translated into Chinese by Buddhajiva (f#:fE{{)
and Zhu Daosheng().

Traditional Indian Vinaya succeeded by the four Buddhism Sects were translated and introduced
into China from C.E. 250 to 424. But there were no qualified Bhikkhunis approved by both Sanghas in
China.

In C.E. 433, cleven Bhikkhunis including Tissara'’ ($8/E%E ) of Theravada Sangha from Simhala
(Sri Lanka today) came to Jiankang (Nanjing today). In 434, Samghavarman'' (f#{f#/E) and Tis-

saratogether with ten qualified Bhikkhunis passed on the Bhikkhunt ordination to over 300 nuns. Since
then, there were both Bhikkhu and Bhikkhunt Sanghas of traditional Indian Buddhism in China.

3-2 Dissemination of Mahayana Vinaya and Sanghas

Before the 4™ century, there were only traditional Buddhism Vinaya in India. At the end of the 4™

century, Asanga (C.E. 310~390 #3) from Gandhara turned to Mahayana Buddhism from Mahimsasaka
and wrote Yogacara-bhumi ( FffiEmHrER

The idea of Tathata and the reflections and norms of Bodhisattva were proposed in Yogacara-
bhiimi, based on which Yoga Bodhisattva Sila was developed by Mahayana Buddhism. Then the Bodhi-
sattvae precepts of Mahayana Buddhism was developed, with independent Sanghas established.

Before Kumarajiva, Chinese Buddhism had only the traditional Buddhism precepts, that is, the
Mahasanghika-vinaya. In C.E. 399~403, Kumarajiva translated the YogaBodhisattva Sila. Due to his secu-
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larization, he wasn’t convenient for holding the ordination ceremony.

In C.E. 416~421, Dharrnakserna12 (243 ) retranslated the Yoga Bodhisattva Sila and conferred
the Bodhisattva precepts in northern China. At that time, a famous monk Daolang came to ask for the Bo-

dhisattva's precepts. After C.E. 421, the Mahayana Bodhisattva precepts spread gradually to northern
China.

In C.E. 431, Gunavarman ( SKHPBREE) translated the YogaBodhisattva Sila in southern China and
also to initiate to preach the Mahayana precepts, and the Mahayana Bodhisattva precepts spread gradually
to southern China.

The Bodhisattva Precepts of Indian Mahayana Buddhism were translated between C.E. 421 and 431.
Mahayana Sanghas were established in China in accordance with Bodhisattva Precepts and developed in
southern and northern China.

" 4. Progresses driven by Buddhism Siitras translation

4-1 Evolution and Dissemination of Traditional Buddhism Siitras

In C.E. 385~443, the four Agamas of traditional Indian Buddhism were gradually translated. In C.E.
385, Dharma-nandi (Z[E#fE ) translated the Ekottarika Agama of the Mahasamghika; In C.E. 398,
Samghadeva (f{f#£%8) from Kapisa translated Madhyama Agama of the Sarvastivadin sect; In C.E.
413, Buddhaya$as and Samgharaksa (“={#7&) translated the Dirgha Agama of the Dharmaguptaka sect;
In C.E. 435~443, Gunabhadra ( SKH[BLFEZ4E ) translated the Samyukta Agama of the Sarvastivadin sect.

In 443, both Bhikkhu and Bhikkhunt Sanghas of traditional Indian Buddhism were established, with
four Agamas translated, indicating the comprehensive dissemination of traditional Indian Buddhism in
China.

4-2 Evolution and Dissemination of Mahayana Buddhism Satras

In C.E. 443, Svabhava-$§unya (Z%) , Tathata ( E#1) , Buddha-dhatu ({#{4:) , Tathagatagarbha
(41%5% ) and the belief of pure land advocated by Mahayana Buddhism had been mostly translated. In
C.E. 443, Sarhghape'lla13 (f@{mZL&E ) , alternate name Sarnghavarman, translated Sukhavati-vyahah Satra;
Kumarajiva translated Sukhavati-vytiha Siitra in C.E. 402, Paficavim$atisahasrika Prajiaparamita Sttta in
C.E. 404, Saddharma-pundarika Siitra and Vimalakirti-nirdesa Siitra in C.E. 406, In C.E. 418, Buddhab-
hadra translated Maha-vaipulya-buddhavatamsaka Siitra; and In C.E. 412 Dharmaksema (C.E. 385~433 or
439) translated Lankavatara-stitra, Mahaparinivana Siitra in C.E. 421; in C.E. 424~442, Kalamyasas trans-
lated Amitayur-dhyana Siitra; in C.E. 421, Gunabhadra translated Lankavatara-siitra. In the period of C.E.
409~411, Kumarajiva completed the translation of Mula-Madhyamaka-karika, Dvadasanikaya-§astra and
Sata-§astra.

In C.E. 443, Indian Mahayana Sangha were established in China. Major Mahayana Buddhism Siitras
and teachings were translated, indicating the comprehensive dissemination of Mahayana Buddhism in
China.

* 5. Turning Point of China’s Traditional Buddhism and Mahayana Buddhism

5-1 Differences and Similarities between Buddhism and Confucianism and Daoism

The state administration strategies established in the Han Dynasty are the mainstream in Chinese cul-
ture. To stabilize and rehabilitate the society after 570 years of turbulence, Daoism was adopted as the prin-
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ciple for state administration. Since Emperor Hanwu, imperial power consolidation and rule of law became
fundamental national policies. Worship of Confucius and appointment of disciples of Confucius as officials
became the basis of national governance, which were followed by later dynasties when Confucianism and
Daoism became the mainstream of Chinese culture.

Based on kinship ethics, Confucianism values realistic life and advocates benevolence, care for the people
and commonwealth. Theravada Buddhism focuses on pessimism and individual relief, ignoring realistic life
and universal salvation. Therefore, there are fundamental differences between Confucianism and Theravada
Buddhism.

According to Prajfiaparamita Siitra of Mahayana Buddhism, Svabhava-$tinya means nothing to obtain.
Tathata proposed in Maha-vaipulya-buddhavatamsaka Siitra and Buddha-dhatu in Saddharma-pundarika
Stitra and Mahaparinivana Siitra are equally unrealistic and rejected by Confucianism. But Mahayana idea
of universal salvation agrees with the Confucian philosophy of benevolence, care for the people and com-
monwealth.

Laozi advocates the ontology that Daoism is natural and universal and the life philosophy that Daoism fol-
lows the nature and the best thing is to do nothing.

Anatta and Svabhava-$iinya proposed by Theravada Buddhism and Prajiaparamita Siitra of Mahayana
Buddhism both oppose to the ontology of Laozi.

Tathata proposed in Maha-vaipulya-buddhavatamsaka Siitra and Buddha-dhatu in Saddharma-pundarika
Stitra and Mahaparinivana Stitra are the integration of eternity, peace, happiness, solitude, quietness and
anitya, which perfectly match with Laozi’s ontology.

5-2 Traditional Chinese Buddhism and Mahayana Buddhism in the mid-5™ Century

5-2-1 Traditional Buddhism and Mahayana Buddhism

By C.E. 443, both four Agamas and the Vinayas of four Buddhism Sects had been translated.
In 420, Mahasanghika-vinaya and Dasa-bhanavara-vinaya were disseminated in southern and north-
ern China, with both Bhikkhu and Bhikkhuni Sangha established.

In C.E. 443, Svabhava-$iinya, Madhyamika, Tathata, Buddha-dhatu, Tathagatagarbha and be-
lief of pure land advocated by Mahayana Buddhists were translated. The Bodhisattva precepts of Ma-
hayana Buddhism were disseminated across southern and northern China, with Bodhisattva Sanghas
established.

Prajnaparamita Sttra and Madhyamika of Mahayana Buddhism prevailing in northern China in
the late 4™ Century and early 5" Century oppressed the development of Sabbatthavada of Theravada
Buddhism.

Metaphysics and ontology proposed by Laozi and Zhuangzi gained popularity in China during
the Wei and Jin dynasties (C.E. 220~420). Tathata, Buddha-dhatu and Tathagatagarbha advocated by
Maha-vaipulya-buddhavatamsaka Sitra, Saddharma-pundarika Siitra, Mahaparinivana Sitra and
Lankavatara-siitra of Mahayana Buddhism are similar to the ideas of Daoism. The belief of pure land
mentioned in Amitabha Siitra of Mahayana Buddhism is the spiritual sustenance of people in the tur-
bulent society. Mahayana idea of universal salvation agrees with the Confucian philosophy of be-
nevolence, care for the people and commonwealth. The Mahayana schools are diverse, therefore they
can be integrated into Chinese culture and society from multiple aspects.
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In contrast, the concept anatta of traditional Indian Buddhism is against the ideas of Laozi and the
pessimism and isolation from the secular life of traditional Indian Buddhism are against the Confucian
idea of benevolence, care for the people and commonwealth. Moreover, Mahayana Buddhism defames
traditional Buddhism as Hinayana, which seriously hinders the development of traditional Buddhism.

5-2-2 Impact of MahaparinivanaSiitra

Laoz and Zhuangzi's metaphysics were popular in Wei, Jin Dynasty (C.E. 220~420) in China. In
C.E.420, Dharmaksema translated Mahaparinivana Siitra in the Northern China, and this Siitra proposed

that all living beings have the Buddha-dhatu, to promote the Mahayana school assimilate
into Laozhuangisme (FZHHES ) |

Zhu Daosheng played a very important role in the widely spread of The Nirvana Sitra. Zhu
Daosheng14 (C.E. 355~434) drew near to Kumarajiva to learn the Prajiaparamita Stitra, Madhyamika and
Svabhava-$iinya at first. After Kumarajiva passed away in C.E. 413, Zhu Daosheng moved to the south
for further learning. In C.E. 418~420, Zhu Daosheng spreaded the Nirvana Siitra in the south China'”.

The dissemination of Mahaparinivana Siitra promotes not only Tathata and Buddha-dhatu of Maha-
yana Buddhism but also the further integration with Daoism so as to help Mahayana Buddhism become a
part of mainstream culture in China.

At this time, traditional Indian Buddhism was gradually forced out of the history of China for failing
to integrate the ideas of Laozi and Zhuangzi or meet the Confucian beliefs.

5-3 Exclusive Worship of Mahayana Buddhism

Mahayana Bodhisattva precepts defamed the Four Noble Truths and relief as selfish Hinayana and
declared its independence from Theravada Buddhism, forbidding Bodhisattva followers to study16 or
teach Theravada Buddhist precepts”.

In C.E. 502, Emperor Wu of Liang (C.E. 502~549) Xiao Yan seized the regime of southern China
and adopted the theocratic policy. From 502 to 519, the Emperor asked Jiangkang Saﬁgha18 to compile
Brahmajala Siitra (#4845 ) based on Yoga Bodhisattva Sila, which is different from Brahmajala Stitra
of Digha Nikaya of Theravada Buddhism. The second volume of Brahmajala Sttra of Mahayana Bud-
dhism is Brahmajala Bodhisattva $ila.

In C.E. 519, Emperor Wu of Liang received the Bodhisattva precepts in accordance with Brahmajala
Bodhisattva $ila and claimed himself as Emperor Bodhisattvalg, ordering that the Buddhist monks and
nuns were not allowed to practice mendicancy or eat meat. During the 48 years of reign, Emperor Wu of
Liang not only worshipped Mahayana Buddhism but claimed himself to be the leader of Mahayana Bud-
dhism, oppressing both the traditional Indian Buddhism and the development of traditional Buddhism as
well as Sanghas.

From C.E. 502 to 549, Mahayana Buddhism has become the mainstream in Chinese Buddhism,
dwarfing the traditional Buddhism.

5-4 Re-interpretation and Impact of Mahayana Buddhism

Prajiaparamita Stutra and Madhyamika of Mahayana Buddhism were vigorously promoted by Ku-
marajiva in the early 5™ century, which in disagreement with Tathata and Buddha-dhatu of Mahayana,
and also oppressed the development of Sabbatthavada of Sarvastivadin sect (E7—VJHEE0) .
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In the Southern and Northern dynasties (C.E. 421~589), Chinese Buddhism, including Buddha-dhatu
of Mahayana Buddhism and Svabhava-$inya of Prajiaparamita Stutra and Madhyamika ( 7#{ ) contin-
ued to integrate with Daoism, generating the new interpretation of combination of Svabhava-§unya and
bhava. Zhi Yi, the Tien-Tai founder, was the first to propose the whole idea of this new interpretation.

Zhi Yi* (C.E. 538~597) was born in the times of Emperor Wu of Liang (C.E. 502~549) and died
in the times of Emperor Wen of Sui (C.E. 581~604). He proposed the new interpretation21 of
“combination of §linya and bhava, explaining the $tnya with bhava, affirming bhava by talking $inya”
based on $iinya, pseudonym and middle path of Mala-Madhyamaka-karika by Nagarjuna and the Buddha
-dhatu of Saddharmapundarika Siitra.

Zhi Yi’s new interpretation worships and acknowledges the Buddha-dhatu instead of Svabhava-
stinya, pseudonym and middle path of Mahayana Buddhism. Zhiyi wrote Maha Samattha Vipassana bha-
vana ([0 [F#]) and Fahua Xuanyi (;E£#Z(Z ) , put forward the interpretation of transmiting
the Dharma by four stages according to the Indian Buddhism, especially judged the traditional Indian
Buddhism as Hinayana, called himself the Saddharma-pundérika Stitra was the Buddha's last perfect
Dharma. Yang Guang, the emperor of the Sui Dynasty, honored Zhi Yi to be "wise man", who was
known as the Master of the Wise. The wise man developed the first Laozhuang school of thought, the
Tien-Tai Zong ( KE5T) .

The new interpretation not only integrates §linya and bhava but also settles the disputes among Ma-

hayana schools, applying Daoism into Mahayana Buddhism. Zhi Yi aims to help Daoism completely as-
similate into Mahayana Buddhism.

5-5 Integration of Daoism in Indian Mahayana Buddhism

From the Sui Dynasty to the early Tang Dynasty (C.E. 581~650), Zhi Yi, Ji Zang, Hong Ren, and
Fharong were all well known Prajfiagparamita Sttra, Madhyamika, Svabhava-§inya, Saddharma-
pundarika Siitra, Mahaparinivana Siitra, the Buddha-dhatu and Tathagatagarbha of Lankavatara-siitra.

Zhi Yi’s new interpretation integrates Svabhava-§iinya of Mahayana Buddhism into Buddha-dhatu.
In the explanation of the new interpretation, the Svabhava-$iinya in Chinese Mahayana Buddhism has
vanished. All contents of the new interpretations are actually the promotion of bhava.

In C.E. 594, Zhi Yi’s new interpretation applied Daoism ideas into Indian Mahayana Buddhism,
fully integrating Mahayana Buddhism into Chinese culture. Meanwhile, under the impact of Chinese cul-
ture and social structure, Zhi Yi’s new interpretation deprived the Indian traditional Buddhism of com-
petitiveness against Chinese Mahayana Buddhism. Therefore, Indian traditional Buddhism was bound to
withdraw from Chinese history.

5-6 Impact of Deification of Laozi in the Tang Dynasty

In C.E. 618, Li Yuan with the nomadic ancestry22 established the Tang Dynasty, which arose con-
cerns from the Han people. To prevent the superiority of Han people from threating the regime, emperors
in the Tang Dynasty worshipped the saint of the Han, Laozi (Li Er), as their ancestor”> and eventually
regarded Laozi as the emperor who rules the heaven’" after generations of conferment.

The political needs of emperors in the Tang Dynasty make the status of Laozi unshakeable. Any doc-
trines or religions that challenge Daoism would be deemed as the enemy of the empire and emperors of
Tang.
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The four Agamas advocate anatta while Prajiiaparamita Siitra and Madhyamika of Mahayana Bud-
dhism favor Svabhava-§tnya, both are against bhava and the religious ideas of Laozi and the Tang Em-
pire.

On the contrary, the new interpretation of Zhi Yi integrates not only $tinya and bhava but Bud-
dhism and Daoism, which is conducive to maintaining the status of Laozi and winning Buddhists ac-
knowledgment and support for Laozi, Tang Emperor and emperors.

Buddha-dhatu of Saddharma-pundarika Sttra, Tathata of Maha-vaipulya-buddhavatamsaka Sttra
and Buddha-dhatu of Lankavatara-sttra and Mahaparinivana Siitra are all religious ideas that conform to
the ideas of Laozi and the emperors.

Shen Xiu (C.E. 606~706), the disciple of Hong Ren, was honored as the imperial monk by Empress
Wuzetian, Emperor Zhongzong, Emperor Ruizong and Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty.

The status of Laozi and the stability of the Tang Empire is closely connected. Any challenge or
opposition against Daoism and its religious beliefs would not be acknowledged by the empire.

From C.E. 518 to 618, Emperor Wu of Liang established the dominant role of Mahayana Buddhism
in Chinese Buddhism while Zhi Yi’s new interpretation not only settled disputes among Mahayana
schools but also integrated Mahayana Buddhism into the mainstream culture of China. Worship and deifi-
cation of Laozi by emperors in the Tang Dynasty further consolidates the position of Mahayana Buddhism
in Chinese Buddhism.

Deviated from the mainstream culture of China and marginalized by Mahayana Buddhism, tradi-
tional Indian Buddhism was completely driven out of China together with its Siitras, Vinaya and
Sanghas.

" 6. Radical Change of Chinese Buddhism

To boost the national economy, the emperor made use of the fights between Daoism and Buddhism
to crack down on the Buddhism from C.E. 842 to 846. A great number of temples were destructed. There-
fore, the monks and nuns were forced to resume the secular life, resulting in Buddhist talents diminish-
ment. Later, the decline and demise of the Tang Dynasty resulted in long-term wars and precarious grip of
the regime.

People wanted to escape from realities and to find the spiritual sustenance. Daoism, Zen and belief
of pure land found the opportunity to play their roles. Since the 9" Century, mainstream Buddhism in
China consists of Zen and belief of pure land. Before 1960, the Mahayana Buddhism in China was faced
with severe talent shortage. Their Buddhism activities were mostly charitable donations, religious ser-
vices, meditation. Activities of worshipping the Buddha were mainly persuasion for the merits and reading
the classical Sttras. In this case, Mahayana Buddhism was about to perish.

" 7. Conditions and Needs of Modern Chinese Communities

7-1 Conditions of Modern Chinese Communities

Education, institution and economy are three pillars for progress in the western society. Western
education focuses on realism, science and humanities, which are inspired by the Renaissance between the
14™ to the 17" centuries and breed social institutions, productive technologies, medicine, art and religion,
all being the fundamental contributors to stability, prosperity, harmony and 300-year worldwide leading
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position of the western society.

The Chinese began to learn from the west after WWII to build a modern society and country. Fol-
lowing the principles of realism, science and humanities, the Chinese promote national and higher educa-
tion to train modern talents, build more comprehensive social institutions and expand the economic scale
of science and technology.

Chinese communities in the world have witnessed extensive advances from 1950 to 2018 but their
cultural traditions, including cultures, beliefs, ethics and values, continue to follow the ideas of Confu-
cius, Laozi and Mahayana Buddhism, which fail to meet the needs of modern society.

The abstract metaphysics and ontology advocated by Laozi and Mahayana Buddhism do not con-
form to the principles (realism, science and humanities) of modern civilization while the Confucian phi-
losophies do not work in the volatile relations of modern society. Cultural education of Confucius, Laozi
and Mahayana Buddhism would draw modern Chinese back to the way they were 300 years ago, i.c. the
dilemma between traditional culture and modern society, which will make them difficult to adapt to the
modern life.

7-2 Needs of Modern Chinese Societies

Driven by globalization, people today pursue a better and more stable life. International competition
and collaboration would continue. Realistic, scientific and humanistic ideas as well as positive life atti-
tudes are the basis of the modern civilized society. Confucianism and Daoism are a part of traditional Chi-
nese culture with a history of over 2000 years, which are not likely to undergo fundamental changes. Fea-
turing Daoism, metaphysics and ontology and differing from the ideas of Buddha Sakyamuni and Indian
Buddhism, Mahayana Buddhism prevails in China. In face of the needs and progress of the modemn world,
unpractical Daoism and Buddhism would be wed out if no change is made to its ideas and practices.

The Twelve Nidanas and the Four Noble Truths promoted by Buddha Sakyamuni value realism, sci-
ence, humanities and positive life attitudes, which comply with the mainstream culture of the world, meet
the needs of modem society and promote the globalization of Buddhism. Consequently, the original teach-
ings of Buddha totally meet the needs of the Chinese communities. Not only the Chinese Buddhism
should be reformed but the orthodox Buddhism should be introduced into the Chinese communities.

" 8. Theravada Buddhism in the Chinese Communities

8-1 Re-interpreting Buddhism

Since 1980, the Buddhist academia in Taiwan have identified that Mahayana Buddhism is not the
teaching of Buddha Sakyamuni. And the studies are mostly conducted by Yinshun of Mahayana Bud-
dhism. Since then, Mahayana Buddhists in Taiwan begin to look for the true Buddhism. More Buddhists
begin to study Theravada Buddhism.

Since 1990, Tipitaka of Theravada Buddhism have been translated into Chinese, providing the right
access to Theravada Buddhism for the Chinese Buddhists, who began to learn about the culture and cus-
toms of Theravada Buddhism from Sri Lanka, Thailand and Burma.

8-2 Progress of Theravada Buddhism in Chinese Communities

From 1985 to 1995, Chinese Buddhists in Malaysia and Taiwan learned about Theravada Buddhism
from Thai Buddhists, such as Ajahn Chah Subhaddo ([r]Z% « &  J7fEtE ) and Bhikkhu Buddhadasa
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({#BfEEL ) . From 1990 to 2010, many went to Thailand for meditation and renunciation and several

Thai Bhikkhus moved to Taiwan at the same time.

Theravada Buddhism in Thailand values ascetic practices, precepts and meditation. The meditation
focuses on practical experience and does not cherish Siitra Pitaka or Abhidhamma Pitaka, which drove
Chinese Buddhists who value traditions to tum to Burmese Buddhism.

From 1990 to 1995, Satya Narayan Goenka (1924~2013), Pha Auk Sayadaw (1934~) and Mahasi
Sayadaw (1904~1982) from Burma began to systematically disseminate the Dharma in Taiwan. Thera-
vada Buddhism in Burma contends that Abhidhamma Pitaka trump everything and should be included in
meditation. Chinese Buddhists who are interested in Dharma thus turned to Burmese Buddhism. From
1995 to 2010, the Burmese Theravada Buddhism was introduced to Malaysia, mainland China and Tai-
wan.

Sri Lanka is farther from Malaysia, mainland China and Taiwan than Thailand and Burma geo-
graphically. Few Buddhists from Sri Lanka visited Taiwan. Chinese are more interested in the culture of
Sri Lanka than its Buddhism.

8-3 Conditions of Theravada Buddhism in the Chinese Communities

1. Groups and sizes

There is a small number of Theravada Buddhism groups in the Chinese communities in Malaysia,
mainland China (except Xishuangbanna, Yunnan, China) and Taiwan. The group number and size of
Theravada Buddhists in Burma rank first, followed by Thailand. Sri Lanka ranks the last.

2. Bhikkhu Sanghas

Chinese following the Burmese and Thai Theravada Buddhism scatter sparsely with little long-term

cooperation. In Malaysia and Taiwan, there is a Sangha learning from Venerable Sayadaw Pha-Auk. Sam-
bodhi Bhikkhu Sangha inherits the Vinaya lineage from Sri Lanka.

3. Bhikkhuni Sangha

The Bhikkhu Sanghas in Thailand and Burma have not approved the restoration of Bhikkhunt
Sangha of Theravada Buddhism. So there is no Bhikkhuni Sangha suceeded from Thai and Burmese in
the Chinese communities. Sambodhi Bhikkhunt Sangha is the only one in the Chinese communities, who
inherits the Vinaya lineage from Sri Lanka.

There have emerged nuns of Mahayana Buddhism who observe the Theravada Bhikkhunt precepts
as well in Taiwan since 2000. They wear the kasaya of Theravada Buddhism and claim themselves as
Theravada Bhikkhunis.

4. Activities

Most of the Theravada Buddhists and groups in the Chinese communities focus on independent
meditations. Few of them have the capability of dissemination and positive attitude. Moreover, most of
the Theravada Buddhists groups conduct activities of teachings study, meditation, alms giving and short-
term renunciation. Few of them disseminate the Dharma.
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" 9. Challenges to Promote Theravada Buddhism in the Chinese Communities

9-1 External Challenges
1. Oppression from Mahayana Buddhism
2. Misinterpretations in the Chinese communities
3. Insufficient social engagement

9-2 Internal Challenges
Lack of Buddhist talents
Lack of passion

Mutual oppression

9

-2
1.
2.
3.
4. Lack of long-term development strategies.
-3 Countermeasures

1. Develop Dharma that is in line with the times and the needs of the Chinese communities.

2.

Enhance cooperation among Theravada Bhikkhu Sanghas worldwide and empower the Bhikkhu
Sanghas.
3. Establish Bhikkhuni Sangha of Theravada Buddhism in the Chinese communities.
4. Unite the Bhikkhu and Bhikkhuni Sanghas and increase their social engagement.

" 10. Restore Bhikkhuni Inheritance of Theravada Buddhism

10-1 Significance

There are both male and female Buddhists. The Sanghas would lose the virtues, competence and
wisdom of females if the Sanghas reject the participation of females.

Theravada Buddhism would arouse doubt and denial from the society if it declines to acknowledge
Bhikkhuni. There are nuns in Mahayana Buddhism in the Chinese communities. The Bhikkhunt inheri-
tance of Theravada Buddhism in the Chinese communities would promote the growth of Theravada Bud-
dhism in Chinese society.

10-2 Approaches
1. Make good use of the Dharma and Vinaya of Theravada Buddhism.
. Follow the gender ethics of pratitya-samutpada.
. Make good use of the Eight Garudhammas to enhance the kindness and help of Bhikkhu Sangha.
. Avoid overstating feminism and undermining masculinism.
. Avoid the intervention of Mahayana Buddhism and clear the doubts of Bhikkhu Sanghas of
Theravada Buddhism.

. Maintain enhancement and commandment.

D AW N

. Promote collaboration and reduce competition.

. Work with Bhikkhu Sanghas.

. Work with Bhikkhunt Sanghas for shared interests and growth.
10. Actively participate in social donation and education events.

Nelie SN BeN

11. Stay away from arrogance and selfishness.
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10-3 Inheritance of SambodhiSangha of Theravada Buddhism in the Chinese Communities

10-3-1 Inheritance of BhikkhuSangha of Theravada Buddhism in the Chinese Communities

Sambodhi Sangha follow the TheravadaVinaya, and mainly consist with Chinese. Founded by Ven.
Viipasama Thero in 1995, the Sangha have developed in Taiwan, mainland China as well as the Chinese
communities in Malaysia, Singapore and America.

The Vinaya lineage of Sambodhi Bhikkhu Sangha originated from Burma and Sri Lanka, based on
the fact that the teachings of Buddha Sakyamuni and the Buddhists in different countries are all in the
same family. Sambodhi Sangha respect all the Vinaya lineages from Sri Lanka, Thailand andBurma. Since
2012, Sambodhi Sangha have mostly followed the Vinaya lineage from Sri Lanka while acknowledging
and supporting the restoration of BhikkhunT inheritance of Theravada Buddhism.

Since 2014, Sambodhi Sangha have gained supports from Theros and Sanghas in Sri Lanka. Both
work together to facilitate the growth of Bhikkhu and BhikkhunT Sanghas in the Chinese communities.

10-3-2  Inheritance of BhikkhuniSangha of Theravada Buddhism in the Chinese Communi-
ties
The Bhikkhunt inheritance of Sambodhi Sangha started with the nuns who followed the ten precepts

in Burma in 1998 and was formalized in 2014. The Sambodhi Bhikkhunt Sangha succeed the Vinaya line-
age of Sri Lanka and have been approved by both Bhikkhu and Bhikkhunt Sanghas of Theravada Bud-
dhism.

Bhikkhunis of Sambodhi Sangha are under the leadership of Ven. Viipasama Thero and Ven.
Bhikkhunt Tissara, which develop in Taiwan, mainland China as well as the Chinese communities in Ma-
laysia, Singapore and America.

P.S. This article was published in both Chinese and English, and was published in Chinese by Ven.
Bhikkhunt Tissara, who was assisted by Ven. Bhikkhunt Dhammacar to undertake the on-site English in-
terpretation.
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Notes

1.Please refer to Dao De Ching: Chapter 1: The Tao that can be trodden is not the enduring and unchanging Tao; the
name that can be named is not the enduring and unchanging name. (Conceived of as) having no name, it is the
Originator of heaven and earth; (conceived of as) having a name, it is the Mother of all things. Always without de-
sire we must be found, if its deep mystery we would sound; but if desire always within us be, its outer fringe is all
that we shall see. Under these two aspects, it is really the same; but as development takes place, it receives the dif-
ferent names. Together we call them the Mystery. Where the Mystery is the deepest is the gate of all that is subtle
and wonderful.

2.Please refer to Dao De Ching: Chapter 25: Man takes his law from the Earth; the Earth takes its law from Heaven;
Heaven takes its law from the Tao. The law of the Tao is its being what it is.

3.Please refer to Dao De Ching: Chapter 37: The Tao in its regular course does nothing (for the sake of doing it), so
there is nothing which it does not do.

4.Please refer to History of the Han Dynasty: Biography of Dong Zhongshu: With the recommendation of Dong
Zhongshu, Emperor Wu worshipped Confucianism.

5.Please refer to Biographies of Eminent Monks (Volume I) titled V. Dharmakala by Hui Jiao of Liang Dynasty: see
Taisho-pitaka (50), p.324.3-15~p.325.1-12.

6.Please refer to Bibliographies of Buddhist Canons Authorised by EmpressWuTse-t'ien(Volume X) by Ming Quanetc
of Tang Dynasty. : see Taisho-pitaka (50), p.432.3-3~16

7.Please refer to Biographies of Eminent Monks (Volume 1) titled V. Buddhayasas by Hui Jiao of Liang Dynasty: see
Taisho-pitaka (50) p.333.3-15~p.334.2-25

8.Please refer to Biographies of Eminent Monks (Volume 1I) titled IV. Vimalaksa by Hui Jiao of Liang Dynasty: see
Taisho-pitaka (50) p.333.2-20~p.333.3-14

9.Please refer to Bibliographies of Buddhist Canons Authorised by EmpressWuTse-t'ien(Volume X) by Ming Quanetc
of Tang Dynasty: see Taisho-pitaka (55) p.432.3-17~18

10.Please refer to Biographies of Bhikkhunis (Volume II) (Biography of Huiguo from Jingfu Temple, Volume XIV):
see Taisho-pitaka (50) p.939.3-12~24

11.Please refer to Biographies of Eminent Monks (Volume IIDtitled V. Samghavarman by Hui Jiao of Liang Dynasty :
see Taisho-pitaka (50) p.342.2-11~23

12 .Please refer to Biographies of Bhikkhunis(Volume II) (Biography of Huiguo from Jingfu Temple, Volume XIV): see
Taisho-pitaka (50) p.939.3-12~24
Biographies of Bhikkhunis (Volume II) (Biography of Baoxian from Puxian Temple, Volume XXI): see Taisho-
pitaka (50) p.939.3-16~22

13.Please refer to Biographies of Eminent Monks (Volume 1) titled VIII. Dharmakala descend to Samgha-varman by
Hui Jiao of Liang Dynasty: see Taisho-pitaka (50), p.325.1-6~12.

14 Please refer to Biographies of Eminent Monks (VolumeVII) titled I.Zhu Daosheng by Hui Jiao of Liang Dynasty:
see Taisho-pitaka (50), p.366.2-19~p.367.1-28

15.Please refer to MahaparinivanaSitra (Volume IV) translated by Fa xian and Buddhabhadra of the Eastern Jin Dy-
nasty: see Taisho-pitaka (12), p.881.2-24~26

16.Please refer toYogacara-bhiimi Bodhisattva Sila: see Taisho-pitaka (24) p.1111.3-12~17, p.1108.1-3~12, p.1105.3-
17~23

17.Please refer to BrahmajalaSitra Bodhisattva Sila, Volume V: see Taisho-pitaka (40) p. 638.2-11~14, p.640.3-
21~24,p.645.2 ~ p.645.3,p.1108.1-27 ~ p.1108.2-1, p.1108.3-22~24

18.Please refer to Buddhist Ideas and Cultures by Yan Shangwen: Article Collection on the 86th Birthday ofYinshun,
p.124-7~19
Emperor Liangwu promoted the theocracy policies upon his inauguration. He led the JiankangSangha to promote
Buddhism and to translate, compile and interpret Buddhist canons for over 18 years, applying the achievements into
state administration. On April 8 (lunar calendar) of the 18th year of Tianjian, the JiankangSangha led by Emperor
Liangwu received ordination, with the core idea of Emperor Bodhisattva being proposed (Note 3). JiankangSangha
was under strong impact of the long-term theocracy during the Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties.

19.Please refer to Philosophy and Policy Basis of Bodhisattva Emperor Liangwu by Yan Shangwen, Journal of History
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of Normal University, Volume 17,
p-1~p.58. 1978

20.Please refer to Continuation Emi-
nent Monk Biography (Volume 17)
Biography of Zhi Yi (III): see Taisho
-pitaka (50) p.564.1-18~p.568.1-14

21.Please refer toMahaSamatthaVipas-
sanabhavana, Volume V (Part I): see
Taisho-pitaka (46) p. 55.2-13 ~19

22.Emperor Gaozu Li Yuan was born
in a noble family with mixed ances-
try of the Han and the Hu in Shanxi.
According to the findings of Prof.
Zhang Minggia of Shaanxi History

Museum, there were five noble
families in eastern Taihang Moun-
tain, namely the Wang, the Lu, the
Cui, the Li and the Zheng. The Li is
a prominent family of Xianbei na-
tionality. History materials suggest
that the mother of Li Yuan is the
sister of the queen of Emperor Sui-
yang. They were of Xianbei nation-
ality instead of Han nationality. The
mother of Li Shimin, Emperor
Taizong, was of Xianbei nationality
as well. His wife Zhangsun also
came from the nomadic group in
northern China. Inside the mauso-

leum of Emperor Taizong were six

stone horses, which fell in the cus-

toms of the Turkic people. Major opinions about the ancestry of Li Yuan include family name granted by the em-
peror, the declined noble family of Li of the Xianbei nationality in Henan and the descendants of Li Er.

23.Please refer to The Historical Records: Biography of Laozi: Laozi came from Qurenli Village, Lixiang Town,
Chuku County. The family name Laozi is Li and the given name is Er and courtesy name Dan. Records about Laozi
are unclear. It is said that Laozi stayed at Hanguan upon the invitation of local governor Yin Xi and wrote Dao De
Ching. Then he left and no one was clear about his destination. The west of Hangan was taken as the settlement of
the Hu. Neither the mother of Li Yuan nor his wife was the Han people. The wife of Li Shimin was also from the
nomadic group. Laozi as the saint of Daoism visited the west of Hanguan and had the family name of Li. Li Yuan
therefore took Laozi as the ancestor so as to relieve the doubts of the Han People.

24 Please refer to Tang Annals: Biography of Emperor Gaozong, Volume II; Etiquette IV

In 618, emperor of the Tang Dynasty worshipped Li Er as the first ancestor; in 666, the title of Emperor Xuanyuan
was conferred upon Li Er; in 743, the title Great Ancestor was further conferred; in 749, Li Er was conferred with
the title of Great Ancestor Emperor Xuan Yuan; in 754, the title was changed into Great Ancestor-JinqueXuanyaun
Emperor.
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SEMRABRIIEEMEER 261355 218 E55: 886-(07) 586-7198

#HEY FRIGHREPEERT

SlEIFDEREM Sambodhi World— Kuala Lumpur

28, Jalan 16/5, 46350 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia Tel : 6-03-79318122

1BigchaEnsEsik Sambodhi World — Penang

77, 2nd & 3rd floor, Lorong Selamat,10400 Pulau Pinang, Malaysia

Ei&dhiEiEik Sambodhi World—S.Prai

269, 1st & 2nd floor, Jalan Kulim, 14000 Bukit Mertajam,Pulau Pinang, Malaysia Tel : 6-04-5400405
18R PIETEM Sambodhi World—Ipoh

61A & 61B, Jalan Chung Ah Ming, 31650 Ipoh, Perak, Malaysia Tel : 6-05-2410216

BB dEi@Eik Sambodhi World-Malacca

30, Jalan Kota Laksamana 3, Taman Kota Laksamana, 75200 Melaka, Malaysia Tel : 6-06-2818391
HLUbiEnEAR Sambodhi World—Johor Bahru

20, Jalan Undan 6, Taman Perling, 81200 Johor Bahru, Johor, Malaysia Tel : 6-07-2325248

2 G hiEiEiR Sambodhi World-Sungai Petani
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Sukitibhatinam sabhaginikanam saputadalanam iyam
salilanidhane budhasa bhagavate {saki} yanam

( && ) Nidhani Su Kit tim had tin amp Sab ah kin i can
nam sapupujhuj yenan. Ya salsana nidasi bud [

BRESSOEX F oHEZSRER
5% - &5 @ 1+ (Dr. Harry Falk,

the world’s leading authority on ancient
Indian languages)
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