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T T I T DURERTI pepe

%5 Venerable Kurunegoda Piyatissa KREZMi

Sadhu! Sadhu! Sadhu!

Namo Tassa
Sambuddhassa

Bhagavato Arahanto Samma-

Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today we are going to listen to few words that |
have to say to explain about the Buddha's activi-
ties. All of you gathered according to Venerable
Vipasama and Aticca Bhikkhu's invitation for Origi-
nal Buddhism and Theravada Buddhism. Thera-
vadins have a really good long written record, fol-
lowing Mahayana Buddhism. But now they under-
stand the history of Theravada Buddhism and how
Theravada Buddhism comes. The Buddha enlight-
ened 2600 years before this year. Our history was
kept year to year in writing by venerable Arahants,
who were in the times of the Buddha Sakyamuni
Gautama after his enlightenment.

In many places, in 45 years he was preaching the
dhamma to the listeners. He attempted in his past
time long in this practice. In all the time he prac-
ticed dana, sila and bhavana. The Buddha
preached to venerables who were sitting in the for-
est: Kondaffia, Bhaddiya, Dasabala Kasyapa,
Mahanamah and Assaiji, these five ascetics, for the
purpose of perfection, sitting and practicing
dhamma by meditating in the forest for 6 years.
While he was thinking in meditation, he realized the
way out of dukkha of suffering, and wanted to keep
peace of mind for a long time. He understood the
reason for rebirth and suffering: these three defile-
ments always defile our mind, greed, hatred and
delusion. When the Buddha achieved this, he un-
derstood that now there is nothing to do by me to
eradicate this unwholesomeness in the mind. | am
free from my suffering of samsara. Forty-nine days
later, he determined to get up from that place. But
it is not easy to preach to these people, because
that the dhamma is not easy to be understood by
ordinary people. Then the Brahma Sahampati ap-
peared in the presence of the Buddha, saying this:

“Venerable sir, please preach! You achieve this
state after long battle and after long attempt. You
achieve this state. If you do not preach to others,
the dhamma will disappear again’. So from that
place, the Buddha visited Sarnath where five as-
cetics were in meditation practice. The Buddha
went to see them. They had discussion after that.
They pay attention to listen to the explanation of
the Buddha. In the first night, he preached. When
the Buddha preached to venerable Kondaffa, he
realized and he said: “sadhu! sadhu! sadhu!”. The
Buddha who became the Buddha from prince
Siddhartha, the ascetics, and this particular
dhamma were there. During the 45 years of life-
time, he preached to all living beings. The teacher,
the prince Siddhartha, was known as the Buddha.

The monks learned it by heart. Afterward they kept
it in writing and probably using other way to main-
tain it from that time to the present day. The Bud-
dhist monks protected the dhamma for the purpose
of our happiness, to bring the happiness of nibbana
to us. Even today, the dhamma written by monks
after the discussion and practice, and this dhamma
was protected.

When that dhamma developed in Asian countries,
teachers from China or other countries in the Far
East, and the Chinese people kept and protected
the dhamma in addition to Theravada Buddhists. In
the meantime, in China, Buddhism mixed with Chi-
nese Taoism and something else of other teachers.
The Buddha’s teaching was written down by Ara-
hants. These Arahants protected it and kept it in
writing in palm leaves and other papers. Now
throughout the whole world, these two types of
Buddhism teachings were protected, so that there-
fore we have such a pride on Buddhism.

This year, Buddhists celebrated 2600 years of the
Buddha’'s achievement of Buddhahood, celebrated
throughout the world by Buddhist people. So we
have to be happy. By practicing the Buddha's
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teaching, they acquire a great deal of merits. And
that acquisition is also done by us.

May you all be happy in practice of the dhamma for
the benefit of mankind and other living beings.
May you all attain ultimate peace of nibbana!
Sadhu! Sadhu! Sadhu! Thank you very much! All
of you have acquired a great deal of merits. May
our acquisition reached to our parents, grandpar-

ents, forefathers, teachers and other supporters, as
well as deities, who protected us in this Sasana
and helped us to bring the dhamma to this world
again and again. May you all those who taught us
this dhamma, our teachers and relatives, may they
all realize this dhamma. May they all and may you
all attain the ultimate happiness of nibbana!
Sadhu! Sadhu! Sadhu! Thank you very much!
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Joint Declaration of “Buddhism of the Four Noble Truths” in Taiwan
By the Sangha of Theravada Buddhism and Original Buddhism

The Buddhism based on the “Four Noble Truths” as the core of its thought, doctrine and belief, taught by the Buddha Sakyamuni after his
enlightenment, has a lineage of more than 2400 years. The lineage of the Sravaka Sangha for liberation since the time of the Buddha’s enlight-
enment has been also transmitted continuously in the world, especially prosperous in Southeastern Asian countries such as Sri Lanka, Myanmar,
Thailand, Cambodia, and Laos, as well as in certain regions of India, Europe, and America. The glory to maintain the lineage of “Buddhism of the
Four Noble Truths” is the glory of all Buddhists for the past two thousand years, and also the glorious mission for every Buddhist in modern times.
For the past twenty years, through the effort of the Theravada Sangha and some Chinese Buddhists, the Chinese world with wisdom, merits and
dewvout belief can understand again the essence and greatness of the Four Noble Truths, confirm the importance and value of the lineage of the
Sravaka Sangha of the Four Noble Truths, and take the responsibility and honor to transmit the Four Noble Truths and the lineage of the Sravaka
Sangha for liberation.

Here in Taiwan, the Sravaka Sangha of the Four Noble Truths from Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Thailand, on behalf of all the Theravada Buddhists,
sincerely affirm and earnestly welcome the rise and development of Buddhism of the Four Noble Truths in Mainland China, Taiwan, and other
Chinese communities in the world, and the inclination to the wisdom and merit of the Buddha Sakyamuni. They will share the success and glory
of Buddhism of the Four Noble Truths, and take responsibility to maintain and propagate the Four Noble Truths and the lineage of the Sravaka
Sangha for liberation, to further glorify the Buddhism of the Four Noble Truths to become a steady and valuable lineage of the Buddhism of the
Four Noble Truths.

The Chinese cultural tradition has a devout and deep belief in Buddhism. It is the effort and contribution of the Chinese Bodhisattva Path in the
Chinese Society. The Buddhism of the Four Noble Truths is very different from the Chinese Bodhisattva Path. But the contribution of the Chinese
Bodhisattva Path in spreading the belief in the Buddha is still worthy of affirmation and praise. The Chinese religious traditions are quite unfamiliar
with and have had misunderstandings in Buddhism of the Four Noble Truths. In order to assist the Chinese Society to understand Buddhism of
the Four Noble Truths, and encourage mutual respect, harmony and union among Buddhist societies, and collaborate in the harmonious devel-
opment in the society and the prosperity of Buddhism, we discreetly bring up the following joint declarations to the Chinese communities and the
people in the society:

1. The doctrine and belief of Buddhism is based on the teaching of the Buddha Sakyamuni in the real history.

2. The lineage of Buddhism started from the enlightenment and liberation of the Buddha Sakyamuni. Itis the three rounds and twelve aspects of
the Four Noble Truths, taught to the first five Bhikkhus including Ven. Kondafifa. Since then, the lineage of the Buddhism of the Four Noble
Truths and the Sravaka Sangha for liberation began and continued for more than two thousand years.

3. Arobust and complete Buddhism must include the refuge and belief in the Buddha Sakyamuni, the Four Noble Truths, the Sravaka Sangha
who abided by and transmitted along the Four Noble Truths and the liberation vinaya, and the lay devotees who believe in and support the
Sravaka Sangha.

4. The teaching of the Buddha Sakyamuni is perfect and ultimate in the three rounds and twelve aspects of the Four Noble Truths that has all the
essentials, including the practical methods for enlightenment, abandoning of craving, loving-kindness and compassion, liberation, and the
unsurpassed supreme enlightenment. The Four Noble Truths are ultimate and supreme, neither basic Buddhism nor Hinayana Buddhism.

5. To believe the Buddha Sakyamuni and Sangha, to learn Buddha'’s teaching, we must rely on the Four Noble Truths as the standard. To doubt
the Four Noble Truths is to doubt the teaching of the Buddha. To discard the Four Noble Truths is to discard the Buddha Sakyamuni, his
teaching, and the Sangha.

6. Take refuge in the Sravaka Sangha of the Four Noble Truths that began from the first five Bhikkhus including Ven. Kondaffa, taught by the
Buddha himself. The collection and maintenance of the Buddha'’s teaching is the contribution of the Sravaka Sangha who abides by the Four
Noble Truths. This Sangha lineage is true and trustworthy. All Buddhists should get associated with and learn from them.

7. The Pali scriptures of the Theravada Buddhism of the Four Noble Truths are the ancient and precious lineage, and the basis for people to learn
the true teaching of the Buddha. The Chinese scriptures of the four Agamas and the liberation vinaya are also translated from the Indian
Buddhism of the Four Noble Truths. They are the gems in the Chinese Buddhist culture, and the ancient and precious lineage of Buddhism,
the important basis to search for the true teaching of the Buddha beside the Pali scriptures. The comparison between the Theravada Pali
scriptures and Chinese translated Agama scriptures will help people to understand the common doctrine in Buddhism and the ancient true
teaching of the Buddha.

8. Buddhism has been propagated for a long time. During the process, it has absorbed the customs, cultures, and beliefs in various ages,
regions, and races and developed into Buddhism schools with different characteristics. Although Buddhism schools with various regional
cultures in various times cannot represent the original teaching of the Buddha Sakyamuni, we believe that there is still the ancient and com-
mon true teaching contained in those regional Buddhism with various characteristics. They are the common and valuable gems for the whole
Buddhist world. Buddhism schools in various regions, through mutual respect and understanding in their common parts, can collaborate and
learn from each other to promote the appearance of the true teaching.

9. The emergence of the Buddha’s teaching and the prosperity of Buddhism must base on the joint forces of all Buddhists. The conflict and
opposition among various schools and sects would only diminish the brilliance of Buddhism, and cannot help the propagation and prosperity of
true teaching. All Buddhists should try their best to avoid discrimination against each other, to promote the harmony and union, and to face the
difficulties and troubles in modern times.

10.The wisdom and spirit of Buddhism lies in the pragmatic attitude to face the realistic world. Through the insight into the arising and ceasing
from correlative conditions of the realistic world, people can develop the right path to increase their joy and cease their sufferings. They can
also understand the right view that everything arising from correlative conditions is therefore impermanent, suffering and has no self. With the
view of life to respect living beings, cherish the world, and reduce one’s desire, we can strive together for the harmony for the mankind and
peace in the world.
Finally we wish the Chinese community peace and prosperity, and that Chinese Buddhism flourishes and lasts a long time.

(The above joint declaration is drafted by Ven. Bhikkhu Vipasama who is the mentor and preceptor of Original Buddhism Society in America, Taiwan and Malaysia, translated by the staff of
Original Buddhism Society in America, and brought up to the Maha thera of Theravada Buddhism from Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia and Laos to review and approve.)
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#5378 Sri Lanka Sri Vidya vijaya Aramaya
Most Venerable Davuldena Gnanissara Maha Nayaka Maha Thero

$57#8 Sri Lanka New York Buddhist Vihara
Most Venerable Kurunegoda Piyatissa Maha Thero

#5848 SriLanka Theravada Samadhi Education Association
Venerable Dr. Bodagama Chandima Maha Thero

Ven. H. Dhammaratana

Ven. D. Vijitharatana

Ven. H. Punnaji

Ven. D. Paffiananda

{i®) Myanmar Chinese Myanmar Buddhist Association
Venerable U Pyinnya Jota Maha Thero

Venerable U Panfiadipa Maha Thero

Ven. U Jatila

Ven. U Ukkamsa

#x@ Thailand

Venerable Chantawanno Maha Thero
Venerable Siriwanno Maha Thero
Venerable Chanthawutto Maha Thero
Ven. Jayadhoro

#xE@ Thailand Buddhist Centre Taiwan
Venerable Somwang Pasittigo Maha Thero
Ven. Phra Khla Bubbhayano

Ven. Phra Prateep Supajaro

Ven. Phra Paladpraphan Sukpaen

Ven. Phra Winai Suthousano

Ven. Phra Somchai Adicitto

Ven. Phra Bancherd Thummawaro

#Z[E Thailand Wat Buddhayanvararam Dayuan Vanaram Taoyuan Taiwan
Venerable Thitasangvaro Maha Thero

) FAHY DERE
3 h0i% Singapore Ven. Bhikkhu Vopas

Venerable Phra Stevan Kunnadhammo

[A88{#Y8E Original Buddhism Sangha

P ERIEEEZLE Original Buddhism Society in Taiwan $iE{EE €
Venerable Bhikkhu Vipasama

Ven. Aticca Ven. Pannacakkhu

Ven. Citta Sang Varo Ven. Dhammadisa

Ven. Tissara Ven. Nanavati

Ven. Vimokha Ven. Dhammadinna
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Do not believe something just because it has been

passed along and retold for many generations.
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become a traditional practice.
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