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Wholeheartedly | go to the Buddha Sakyamuni, the Arahant, the Fully Enlightened One as my refuge.

O HgEL. e =5 =54k

Wholeheartedly | go to the Dhamma of correlative conditioning, the Four Noble Truth, and the perfect universal
enlightenment as my refuge.

EALE W EN T &R P B

Sincerely | revere Sariputta, one of the Buddha’s noble couple disciples, the Arahant, the Fully Enlightened One.
AL EEH T HAEE PPN B

Sincerely | revere Mahamoggallana, one of the Buddha's noble couple disciples, the Arahant, the Fully

Enlightened One.
EALAEL ARIEE Gl P B
Sincerely | revere Mahakasyapa, who convened the First Council for the right Dhamma and Vinaya, the Arahant,

the Fully Enlightened One.
EALEL SERIEE AP ESEE
Sincerely | revere the five hundred Arahants, who collected the right Dhamma and Vinaya, the Fully Enlightened

Ones.
AL IR BIAERE BT RS
Sincerely | revere Ananda, who recited the collection of the right Dhamma-pitaka, the Arahant, the Fully

Enlightened One.

AL RN R P IESE

Sincerely | revere Upali, who recited the collection of the sacred Vinaya-pitaka, the Arahant, the Fully Enlightened One.
LA B2 IRV RIS X% T

Sincerely | revere Sanakavasi, the noble disciple who passed on the right Dhamma-pitaka.

EUALEL ARSI SRR, RS X6 T

Sincerely | revere Dasaka, the noble disciple who passed on the sacred Vinaya-pitaka.

BWALEL RLLIEE RS X8 T

Sincerely | revere Upagupta, the noble disciple who passed on the right Dhamma-pitaka.
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EUALI ARLEE TR T
Sincerely | revere Sonaka, the noble disciple who passed on the sacred Vinaya-pitaka.
BWALEL fRLRIEEE IR2l X1
Sincerely | revere Dhitika, the noble disciple who passed on the right Dhamma-pitaka.
BUALAL AR Em BN X T

Sincerely | revere Siggava, the noble disciple who passed on the sacred Vinaya-pitaka.
O HRAr AR R DU\ R ]

Wholeheartedly | go to the Sangha, the Four Pairs or the Eight Types of Sages who firmly hold to the Buddha's

right Dhamma and Vinaya as my refuge.
LA AN DY ST T AR TR
Wholeheartedly | go to the pure Vinaya for liberation corresponding to the Four Noble Truths as my refuge.
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How do | feel about participating in the OBS fundraising activity:
“$1.00 to Compassion for Children”?

Before appearing at this activity, my parents always
urged me to come and participate in events with the group
of people in Original Buddhism Society. At first, I thought,
“ew, old people,” and I thought that there was just too
much of a gap between their experiences and mine for hav-
ing our interest in each other. So, whenever my parent
took us to OBS in Flushing, my younger sister and I always
sat on the side of the temple and pretending like every
prostration. That was an awkward moment for teens like
us. My parents always encouraged us every day to help
everyone in the temple (dao-chang) but it had almost no
effect on us because our cultural and language barriers to
both sides.

It wasn’t until today (8/16/2011), where I was forced
to be put on the spot, in one of the busiest places in Flush-
ing downtown, wearing bright and nice yellow shirt and
carrying presentation gear, at an intersection where people
actually pay attention to what you are doing. In the morn-
ing, I felt just as embarrassed as I did on the days when I
was urged to stay at the dao-chang, but only more intense
today. Everyone else was rush around in grabbing books
and CDs and eventually they started asking us to do the
dollar fund-raising on the street together. Without hearing
encouragement to put off my embarrassing feeling, I
started speaking out and suggesting ideas to the passing-by
adults to do good deed and looking around the places for
donation opportunity. It was the interesting interaction
with strangers that gave me constant encouragement to go
on. At one flash moment, I realized that it was really good
to be needed to do good things. Even my younger sister,
Susan, said it was fun even when you were rejected or ig-
nored by the street people. I learned a lot from each of
their faces and responses. I was able to read people from
their faces even from distance and to predict the successful
rate for my donation with them before they came to me.

There was no more embarrassment even as [ saw my
friends walking over to me and dropping a dollar to my
hand. It turned out they didn’t even recognize me until I
called them by name. I realized nobody even cares who

Gloria Wu (;R2242)

you are or what you are doing with it. It was almost like
every dollar they put in, they were marking a share of the
hope they thought they owned. It was an idea they created
in their mind at that moment they dropped the dollar, an
idea that they are good people, and they are helping the
world. It was like our organization was transforming and
transferring Flushing’s hope into Burmese hope. It made
everyone feel that: Although I am small and unimportant, I
am still helpful.

I admired how those aunts and uncles from OBS tire-
lessly dealt with so many different types of people. I'm
sure that Shifu and Fashis felt the same way because I saw
happy expressions on their faces as they were observing
everyone trying so positively. Toward the end, Shifu
started aggressively giving cards and CDs to the people
who were half stunned by the amount of information the
aunts and uncles gave to them. People were authentically
happy to have a smiling Shifu giving them stuff and that
made Shifu happy too. I think those aunts and uncles from
OBS who reached out to the public were really amazing.
Besides doing charity, they also demonstrated as role mod-
els to those who are shy or feel pressure in the public situa-
tion.

At the end, Shifu directly and seriously thanked my sister
and I for being there today, but I wanted to point out that these
energetic men and women from OBS actually made every-
thing happen not us. Their energy caused me to start partici-
pating. Ilookup to these wonderful aunts and uncles with so
much knowledge and experience in doing street fundraising
and sharing merit with people. I admired them from the bot-
tom of my heart. I felt they needed more encouragement and
appreciation, especially for those who have stayed on the
street for a long time, than my sister and L.

We can conquer all kinds of difficulty if we are reso-
nating with people’s hearts. And the world will become
better if people’s hidden wholesomeness is unveiled. Will
I participate in similar meaningful activities in the future?

The answer is for sure “YES.”
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